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Fegislative Jssembly,

Wednesday, 24th July, 1895.

Aborigines Protection Board—FErection of New Su-
preme Court Buildings— Return Showing Ex-
penditure ve Agricultural Burean—Medical Act
Amendment BEll : first reading—Fertilizers and
Feedivg Stufis Bill ; first veading—Southern
Cross - Covlgardie Railway Contract—Licensed
Surveyors Bill ; thivd reading— Proposed  Public
Forks Commitiee—Loan Act, 1891, Re-nppro-
priation Bilt : second veading ; in committee—
Municipal Institutions Bl ; in  commitiee—
Legislative Couneil's Messaye ve Depositing of
Stone, de., th River at Rocky DLay; in com-
mittee—Policy of Goverameat v¢ Education
Question— Message from His Excelfeacy the Ad-
ministrator—Adjourament.

Tae SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’clock p.ao.

PRaYERS.

ABORIGINES PROTECTION BOARD.

Mgr. LEAKE, for Mr. Srmeson, in accord-
ance with notice, asked the Premier, whether
be had any further information -with regard
to the Aborigines Protection Board.

Tus PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied that the Bill pnssed Inat sessiom had
been forwarded for the signification of Her
Majesty’s pleasure, but that ne reply had yet
been received in the matter.

ERECTION OF NEW 8U1 REME COURT
BUILDINGS.

Mr. LEAKE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Promier, whether the Government
intended shortly to ecrect mow buildings for
the use of the Supreme Court.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied that.the Government purposed to ask
Parliament for n vote for the purpose upon
the Estimates.

RETURN SHOWING EXPENDITURE »e
AGRICULTURAL BUREAU.

Me. R. F. SHOLL, in accordance with notice,
moved for a return in detail to the 30th June,
showing—

1. How the sum of £2,600, voted for the
services of the Agricultural Burean last Session
or any portion of it, had been expended.

2. If the above sum has been exceeded, the
amount of the excess and how expended.

Question put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Licensed Surveyors fill.

MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Infroduced by Mr. Leaxe (for Mr. James),
and read a fivet time,

FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS
BILL.
Introduced by the Commissioner of Crown
Lands {Hon. A. B. Richardson), and rend a
first time.

SOUTHERN CROSS-COOLGARDIE
RAILWAY CONTRACT.

Mr. MORAN in accordance with notice,
moved * That a copy of the contract for the
construction of the Southern Cross-Coolgardie
Railway lme be laid on the table of the
House.,” He snid it was generally recognised
that the amonnt of the tender for the construe-
tion of the railway extension to Coolgardie
was so low that probably it would not cover
the actual cost of tho work ; and o consequent
question cansing some agitation was as to
how the contractor was going te make up the
loss which must ensuc to him—whether there
was some special arrangement by which the
confrnctor was to be enabled to make a profit
by the terms on which he obtained the loan of
trucks from the Government, or by prices to
be charged to the public for using the sections
of line as they became progressively rendy for
carrying traffic. He (Mr. Moran) wished to
be in & position to know, and to answer ques-
fions put by his constituents, as to what
specinl arrangement existed, if any; becaunse, if
the contractor was depending oun the traflie for
his profits, or for making up losson the con-
tract, the differcnce wust be obtained by
charging higher rates to the public than would
otherwise he necessary during the period
allowed for the construction, He (Mr. Mornn)
wished to see that those For whose benefit this
raflway was being constructed were notto be
charged unduly high rates, to enable the
contractor to make up any losa on the work of
consiruction through its having been con-
tracted for at so low a price.

ThE ConmissioNER oF RArLways: Agreed;
agreed. .

Question put and passed.

LICENSED SURVEYORS BILL.
THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time and ordered to he
transmitted to the Legislative Couneil,
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PROPOSED PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE,

Mer. HARPER, in accordance with notice,
moved “ 'That it is desirable, in the best
interests of the colony : 1. That all projected
pubilc works should be reported wpon by &
eommittee nppointed for the purpose, before
any such works are undertaken. 2. Thatsuch
committee should be independent of Minis-
terial control.” He said: This is not the first
time this gnestion bas been before Parliament.
I think in 1890 the question was introduced,
in the debate on the Address-in-Reply, by the
then hon. wemher for York (Hon. 8. H.
Parker), and it wasalao introduced in a motion
subsequently mnde in another place. ‘The
only objection raised to itat thnt time was
that it might delay the construction of public
works. Everyone must recognise the enor-
wmous amount of work that has fallen on the
shounlders of Ministers, in the rapidly extend-
ing development of the colony; and it is
almost impossible that the Ministera can give
that full consideration to the matters which
should be conwidered before public works nre
undertaken. If such a committee were
appointed bere, as has been done in other
colonies, and if proposed works were referred
to the committee for careful consideration,
from one end to theother, their enquiry might
throw some light on mattera which, nnder the
present usunl stress of business, Ministers ave
not able to consider thoroughly. We all
know that Ministers are in a great degree
bound to take the advice of their officers ; and
if those officers advise that a particular work
cannot be done, Ministers have to give way,
or generally doso. I think we hadan instance
of that a few evenings ago, when I understood
the Premier to say that one officer of the
Works Department had informed him that it
weuld be impossible to make arond through
the Park on Mount Eliza, if the contractor
was to be allowed to cart over the road the
material required fo- making it.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : The

officer said it would be impossible to make a

good road in that manner.

Mr. HARVPER : Butin refercoce to nearly
all the roads in the colony, all contracts let hy
TRoads Boards do specify that the contrnctor in
each case must cart the materials over the par-
ticular roads for the purpose of consolidating
them. In practical life, it is quite possible to
make ronds to carry very heavy traffic, ina
manner which this officer of the Works De-
partment aays canpot be dome. ‘There are
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many ways in which euch a committee wonld
be of service to the Government of the day;
and it wounld alse be a huffer between them
and the people who may be displiting about
the rival routes for a railway. The Ministry
of the day would be able to say they had in-
dependent reports on the particulnr work that
was desired, and would thus be able, in a great
degree, to throw the responsibility for the
selection of a particuiar route on shoulders
other than their own. The committee would
also, ab timas, be of some service to the Works
Department itself, as the department might
thus get the views of practical persons which
might not otherwise be obtained.

MR. GEoreE: 'The department won’t pay
any attention to thew.

M=z. HARPER : With regard to buildings
also, [ mn sure that & good many people think
that, in some of our public buildings, utility is
sometimes saerificed te appearance ; and I have
& cage poarticulerly in iy mind, of a hospital
building at Newcastle, which was designed in
the Pablic Works Department, but which
could not be used for a couple of years after it
was built, Whether it waa because the cut-
side of the hospital wus congidered of more im-
portance than the interior arrangements I do
not know, but the building was considered
unfit for habitation as a hoapital wuntil some
congidernble alterntions were made. For
these reasons, and for many othera. which will
vceur o hon. members, I hope thie House
will nocept whut has been tried, [ believe
gatisfactorily, in other colonies.

THe PrEMIER: In what colony !

Mz HARPER: In New South Wales par-

ticularly.
Tug PrEMIER : That is only for railways, [

think.

Mr. HARPER: I now move the motion
standing in my name.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I am
gorry at all times to oppose any motion that
the hon. member brings forward, becauss 1
recognise most fully that hia object and desire
is to encourage econowmy and good Govern-
ment ; bat T really think this plan, if put into
operation, would not be found o be efficient.
I am aware that there iz in New South Wales
a Public Works Committee—eomposed I think
of members of both Honses—which reports
upon projected railways. That body has been in
existence some years, and, as far az I am aware,
it has worked fairly well. Bub it seems to ne
the principle strikes at the very foundation
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of what we term Responsible Government. Tt
is a sort of buffer under which the Ministry of
the day can shield themselves from responsi-
bility. And, after all, I ask hon. members
whether they thipk the time has arrived—in
this colony, at any rate—when we require such
o buffer between the Government and the
Legislature. We are fortunate in having, in
this colony, as representatives of the people,
gentlemen who are cognisant of theaffairs and
wants of Lhe colony in its several parts—who
have personal knowledge, in n great many in-
stances, of all parts of the colony; and I think
those representatives are ag competent to give
an opinion, and to judge as to the necessity of
any public work that may be proposed, as
would be any committee that this House and
another House would bLe likely to appoint.
After al], this kind of enquiry would he only
an intermediary stage, for the report of this
committee would have to be submitted to the
Legislnature for approval or decision upon it,
and the result of such procedure wemnld be
delay. If you want to delay any par-
ticnlar public works, of course that can
be effected by appointing a loft of com-
mittees ond irresponsible bodies; becanse
that is what they are—they are responsible
to no one, and you can do nothing to them
when once uppointed, nor can you thrust
them out of office, except by not re-appointing
them in the next succeeding session of Parlia-
ment. This plan of a public committee re-
minds me of the old Finance Committee which
was in existence some years ago ; and, looking
back on that time—{Mz. K. F, SHOLL : A very
useful body.]—X say no more ohstructive in-
stitution was ever invented for hampering any
Government. [Me. B. F. SmoLL : Whose toes
did it tread on 7] It trod on the toes of pro-
gress in this country. Ihave some knowledge
of it, and, without wishing to speak disrespect-
fully of its members, who were all men of re-
pute and position in the country, I say that for
any Government to have to go cap-in.hand to
suy irresponsible body of men and ask them:
* Will you be good enough to allow us tospend
a hupdred pounds in building a Couri-house,
or o road throngh the couniry, because our
vote is exhansted ?’—if that is Responsible
Government, then I do not wish to see such
Responsible Government. No more humiliat-
ing position could be invented than the posi-
tion of o Government wishing to spend money
for purposes which they considered necessary
for the development and progress of the colony,

[ASSEMBILY.]
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and yet having to ga to a hody of men and ask
their permission before the money could be
spent on necessary works, Iam glad to say
all that system has heen swept away under
the new Constitution, and that the Govern-
ment of the day have the right to take on
themaelves the duty of doing what they con-
sider necessary in the interests of the country,
and that this Hounse has the right of saying
whether they approve or not of the actions of
the Government, Ihadsomething to do with
the old Finance Committee, and T remember
they nsed to call me up before them and
examine me as if I were gome defanlter ; and
question me us to expenditure as if T had some
personal interest in it, and w8 if I were going
to take nn improper advantage in some way.
I hnd a great deal of trouble in getting that
committee to consentto the building of o
telegraph line. Al ¢an say ia that 16 was
not Responasible Government, and [ do not
want to sec any more of that system in this
colemy. T cannot understand what the
hon. member i8 driving af, in this motion.
Does he mean that every proposed public
wark is 1o be submitted to the committes
before it is undertaken, or before the amount
for the work is placed on the Annual
Lstimntes? Does he mean thut the Govern-
iment must ngk the committee whether they
approve of the plan and the site of a proposed
building, and whether they approve of the
particular work being carried out or not? Is
it to be before the kstimutes are framed, oe
after the Estimates are framed, that the
committee is to examine into the proposed
work. If it is to be before the rstiwates are
framed, then the committee hnd better twlke
over the framing of the listimates. If it is to
he after the Estimates are framed, then the
committae had beiter take over the manage-
ment of the work. In eithe- case, [ do not
know where the responsibility of the Govern-
ment is to come in, The committes might
think that a particular class of building
should be erected somewher: clse, or
that the c¢lass of building proposed
by the Government would not suit the
particular purpose. I do not think you will
find any Geovernment willing to carry on, in
this colony, under these conditions. The
theory of our constitutional system is that the
Government are responsible to the counbry and
to Parliament for everything they do; and the
Government cannot shield themselves Lehind
4 committee. In regard to the Public Works
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Committee in New South Wales, T cannot say
whether it carries out its functions well or
not; but we must remember that, when the
committee system was introduced inte that
colony, their main lioes of vailway had been
constructed, and the committee had to deal
only with the proposals for branchlines. Isay
in rogard to this motion, ns I said in regard to
the question when it was raised in the session
of 1801 in the other House, that it is too early
for us in this colony to embark on these novel
ideas. I thmk this House will be wise if it
- holds the Governwent responsible, individually
and collectively, for all expenditure, and then
the House will know whom fo look to, and
whom to charge with uny misdeeds, and will
not have to go looking about for irresponsible
committees or persons who, though they may
be elected by this House, will certainly not be
regarded as responsible for public works in the
way that Ministers are regarded as responsible,

Mg, (LLINGWORTH: I think the object
sought to be gained by the hon. member for
Beverley is an cacellent one. 1 just desire to
express the conviction that so far as a similar
committee such ns he suggests which exists in
Vietoria is concerned, it had its origin through
the manifold applicntions for all sorts of rail-
waya in all parts of the colony. These railways
ware eatimated bo cost £5,000,000, or £6,000,000,
and as the Government of the day had only
£1,000,000 at their disposal for railways, the
commitiee was appointed to decide which of the
railways applied for were worthy of the amount
voted being expended npon them. That
committee therefore was created under very
different circumstances to those prevailing in
this colony at present. I do not suppose Pax-
linment will vote money for railways without
haviog some idea of the work they propose to
do, or vote moneys for any public work without
having a clear idea of what they mean to do.
Coosequently the illustration of the other
colonies in not on all fours. The committee
in New South Wales had its origin in a similar
way. Ido not think it iz desirable to take
these respoasibilities away frow a small House
like this. The idea may work very well in a
large country like England, or even New South
Whales in which colony they bave 132 members,
but in a Parlinment of this size it wonld be
mlvancing too fast to elect o Committee of this
kind. If the proposal had come further on in
our histcry, 1 would be disposed to sapport it,
because, if our eircumstances were the same ag
those of the other colonies, the committee

(24 Juuy, 1895.)

Public Works Commiitee. 387

would be most effective nnd desirable. I think
if the hon. member for Beverley consults the
interests of his own view on the question he
will defer it. The Government ought to he
capable of directing all the public works we
are likely {0 launch into for some years to
come, and the House should be able to check
the Government in spending woney for them.
The practice of reforring these matters to Com-
missions in neb a good one, for [ never knew o
Commission yet that did any good service, and
their work is only of a whitewashing charnc-
ter. IF this House is not capable of spending
the money of the people properly the sooner
another is substituted for it the hetter, To
appoint a commibtee at our present stage
would be to reflect upon the Colony itself,
nlthough, at a future time, when the conditions
are different, I would be disposed to suppoert a
similay proposal, as it would he useful to wus.
At present it would not be. Therefore I shall
vote ngainst the motion,

Mz, B. F, SHOLL : I believe Public Works
Committees have been appointed both in Vie-
torin and New South Wales, and I think their
dutiesare to collect, by evidence, information on
proposed public works for the benefit of Par-
liament, before any work is undertaken. They
obtain relinble information which places mam-
bers in a better position to decide whether the
work should be done or not. Had that been
done bafore the Yilgara rnilway was con-
structed, no doubt the committee would have
recomended that the line should start from
York, ond the colony wounld have been saved
thousands of pounds,

Aw How. Memeer : How P

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: Because the line would
have traverscd hetter countcy and would not
have cost so much.

Tre Prexize (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) : Where
would they have got the information from P

Mg, R.F. SHOLL: They could have called

evidence.
Tue Peemier (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest): The

Government cannot get the information.
Me.R. F. SHOLL: Again, such a committee
could gather information regarding the pro-
posed railways in the South for the benefit of
Parliament, and 1 guarantee that when
these works ¢ome hefore us for consideration
we shall have as little information as we had
on the last occasion when we discussed them.
The old Finance Committee worked admirably,
No¢ Government could then spead money
without the sanction of Parliament. 1 guite
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understand the dislike of the Government—our
present Govermment at any rate to such a
body, when they would be prevented from
giving sops to diffevent districts, whether it
was in the interests of the country to give
them or not. [ do not know whether the Pre-
mier had much to do with that committee. In
thoze days he was in a very different position,
and had nothing to do with the Yi'garn rai -
way, except perhaps to survey the lind.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I gave
evidence.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL: T think, however, the
Finance Committee is beside the guestion befors
us. Thesoonerweelect a Public Works Commit-
tea the better, and [ think themembers would
have to be remunernted for their services. I
shall support the motion,

Mgr. GEORGE: T shall not support the
motion, beeanse no particular goed can be
derived from such n committes. T would nsk
the hon. member for Beverley to ask himself
how far the motion is to go. He says that all
projected public works are to be reported upon
by a committee, Does he mean works of o
major or & minor character from the building
of a railway to the making of a drain? T take
it that if the motion were carried, the Govern-
ment could do nothing but resign at once, as
the committee would be free from Miniaterial
control. T take it also that the committee
would consist of independent men.

Me. JTLL.INgwoRTH : Another wantof confi-
dence motion. .

Mg. Gt ORGE : I think it is, and T amn sur-
prized the Government have not taken it us
such.

Mg. Moran: The Opposition are voting
with the Government.

Mgr. GEORGE : We have confidence in the
Government in some things,if not in all. I
think we ought to have & Finance Committee
as its operations would have saved for instance
the weary debate on the Excesa Bill. By ap-
pointing the committee proposed by the
motion, I think n great many necessary public
works would be delayed, a circumsiance which
weculd do incalculable barm to the colony.
If euch o commitiee were formed, it should
consist of practical men and experts, and we
cannot form such a bedy from the members
of this Honse to deal with the complex ques-
tions that would arise. T am certnin the Hon.
the Director of Public Works would almost
guake in his shoes if he had te go before them.

Mz, InLivowurTl : He never quakes.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mg, GEORGE : I am afraid he would if be
had to go hefore a eommittee of practical men,
because he might be asked questions which he
would nat be able to evade. Then the En-
gincer-in-Chief, the Alpha and Omegn of
Public Works, ia not likely to subniit to be
cross-questioned by the Committee, if it were
composed of Inymen. This question is not one
apon which we can oust the Government.
We can try to do so on the Education Question,
but not on n trivial motion like this. I hope
the hoo. member, therefore, will withdraw 1,
a8 [ amquite certain he does not wish to .
harnas the Government, If it were carried,
the Hon. the Director of Public Works should
resign, and T am quite certain hon. members
would not like to see him do that.

Me. PIESSE : The hon. member for Heveriey
is n0 doubt prompted by a good object in mov-
ing this resolution. The Hon. the Premier’s
question ns to what the mover wis driving at
ean be auswered in this way : If n committes
had been appointed to furnish information to
the Government belore public baildings, for
instunce, were erected, no doubt the people
would have heen provided with better build-
ings. I quite agree, at the same time, that we
eannot take the matter out of the handa of the
Government, andif we connot trust them to
carry on the public works of the colony proper-
ly, we must express our want of confidence in
the usnal way. I think the Government should
well consider the effect of the motion if it were
carried, and endeavor tis remedy the defects
pointed out by the hon. member for Beverley
with regard to the designs for public buildings.
The hospital at Newecastle, the designs for
which were prepared by the Public Works
Depuartment, has heen bnilt piecemeal, as many
other buildings have been. The hon. member
for Beverley nlso referred to other instances
where heavy cxpenditure haa been incurred
in erecting small Lmildings, and also to the
proposed road through Perth Park ; ne doubt
the designa for the latter work will provide a
lasting thoroughfare, still, augh expensive
works are far beyond the requirementsof this
colony at present. We should study economy
more than we have done, nnd reform the system
of designing public buildings and reduce
reckless expenditure. In some places small
buildings have, I think, cost £600 or £700,
where they could bave been erected for £200,
I do not ngree with the motion altogether,
but I certainly think something should be
| done to prevent a repetition of the mistakes
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made in designing public buildings in different ‘ structed by this Government, that contd have
parts of the colony, for I think those whohave | been done cheuper than it really cost, be-

seen some of the buildings must admit thab
there was sowe fault in the designs.

Mr. MARMION: Most of the speakers
seem to be under a inigapprebemsion in
regard to the committee. One hon. member
would lead the Houge to believe that it should
consist of architects, engineers, and scientific
wen, who would look into the designs of every
public building, no matter with what care they
might be erected, and that, further, the com-
mittee would advise upon the charncter of any
ruilways which might be constructed. If the
committee were appointed, it seems to e,
they would advise as to the necessity of public
works rather than as to their choracter., 1hat
is the purpose for which these committ3e: Lave
been uppointed in the other colonies. [ juite
agree with the Hon. the Premier and th vin.
member for Nannine that the time hai1 .ot
arrived for & committee of this desenm, r.uon.
Parlinment is quite capable of dealing with
auy public works that may bo introduced by
thie or uny other Government, in this or in
future years. We are all well acquainted with
the reguirements of the colony ; and I am per-

fectly certuin that any Select Cowmmittee ap- :
pointed by this House would be ag fully cap- |

able of dealing with any question, either of
building or of eonstructing—even the construc-
ticn of a railway—ns would bea committee
which, it 1s proposed, shall be free from Minis-
terinl control. 1n order to be free from
Ministerial eentrol the committee would have
to consistof members of the existing oppoesition,
but it could not be composzed of any members
in either House because, they are all more or
less amenable bo Ministerial wnthority. There-
fore it will consist of gentlemennot in Parlia.
mens. As to the complaint concerning designs
of . buildings, if the Govermment architects
foil, they can easily be replaced by bringing
pressure to bear upon the Government of the
duy. I do nol think the timne is ripe for the
appointinent of this commitiee, und will there-
fore not support the resolution.

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, H. W. Venn) : The Premier ha, touched
on the principle underlying the resolution ;
and I would like to speak in regard to the ne-
cnsations which the hon. member for the Wit-
linma (Mr. Piesse) mnade against the Public
Works Department. 1 think his zeal ranaway
with his discretion, and I defy him to cite any
public building, ned 1 do not except any con-

cause all work is let under contract and the
lowest tender is accepted. ‘The fault les with
hon. members themselves, in adopting a
cheese-paring policy when the Estimates are
under discussion, so as to have erected in their
own particalar districts, buildings for £500,
which cost £1,000, The result is that the
estimate is alwaye exceeded. Even then they
are only partinlly built, and have to be finished
piecerenl, as the hon. member has stated.
That is what occurred ut Newcastle over the
building of the Hospital ; but the hon. mem.
ver will have no fault whatever to find with
it now. 'I'ne money voted for the work origin-
ally, did not go far cnough, and the profes-
sional gentlenen would not go in uncil an
cperating roow, o dead house, and other out-
buildinga were erected. I think the hon.
member for Willinms had in his wind when -
be epoke, two Post Offices which were built on
the Southern line.

AN Howr. Memeer: What did they cost ?

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : About
£1,C50.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon H, W. Venn): [t was found thut, witk
tho money voted, it was imnpossible to provide
the necessary accommodation. The Govern-
mens could bave erceted wooden buildings of
four rooms and a verandah. but it is their duty
to put up substantint edifices, and there is no
building erccted by the Government which is
not substantinl and which does not provide the
accommodation required.

M=e. Georar: What about your own offices ?

Tue DIRECIOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W, Venn) : You have not given us
money encugh to do that work properly, but the
House will be asked to vote a large sam to
extend them. It is unfair to abback the
Government architect, as he is one of the
best in the colonies. 'The hon. member for
Albany luughs, bub only & short timo ago he
cowplimented me upon the design of the post
office at Albuny. The appointment of the
suggested committee could ot improve the
deaigns of public buildings ; but if the officiul
ever fails to give satisfaction, the Government
c¢an get another man. The Government have
Lo be guided in the matter by their profes-
sional advisers, in whom they have every
confidence. The buildings constructed so far
bave been, on the whole, satisfactory. I feel
sure hon. members will see thai the propoaal
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of the hon. member for Beverley is premature,

Mz. LEAEE: I am very glad that the hog.
mewber for Beverley has brought this matter
forward, and if he i3 not successtul in carrying
his motion, the ventilation of the subject in
consequence of the motion huving been taled
willdo a great deal of good. The object of the
hon. membYer was not, I take it, to merely huve
a fling ut the Public Worke Department, but
rather to bring before this Houee and the
country generally the general administration
with regard to the public worlks of the colony,
and, if possible, to suggest that there could be
gome improvement in exisiing methode. I do
not think the hon. member who hus the con-
trol of the Public Works "Department will say
that no mistukes have been made. I believe
it is a fuct, although T do not speak from my
own knowledge, but I am informed thut atone
place a post office was built, and there was
actually no letter-box provided. I de not
know if this ia a fact, but I am informed
that it is.

Tre Peemier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Where
is the place ?

Mx. LEAEE: T am also informed that 1
another place there are all sorts of complaints
as to the position of the lecter boxes, the tele-
graph rcoms, and so on. What I regard aa
being the most valuable point in the sugges-
tion is, that it draws the attention of hon.
mecwbers to the fact that the time is approuch-
ing when this House will have to seriously
consider, not merely the question of construct-
ing public works, but of the railways, and to
decide whether or not the railways of the
celony should be managed under the control
of a Board of Railway Commiseioners, such as
exist in the other colonies. I do not notice
whether the hon. member considers whether
the wording of his resolution will emirace
this, but as the hon. member did not refer to
this branch of the subjzct, it is probable that
he does not intend the resolution to embrace
the question of railways. The idea of the
hon. member appears to be that there should
be some more proper control over the adminis-
tration of the Public Works Department, and
there is no doubt we have heard several com-
plaints, not only during the recess, but alsa
since Parlinment met. It did not appear
to me that the hon. member desired to
unnecessarily tie the hands of any Minister,
but that he had really brought this smbject
forward in a spirit of fair criticism,and with a
desire to assist and promote the best intercsts
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of the country. Tt cannot Le said of the hon.
member for Beverley, as it would wost un-
doubtedly be said of me, that he is moved to
this resolution out of a spirit of factious
opposition. I do not think there is really very
much matter for consideration in the resolua.
tion at the present time, and at the same time
I regret that there does not uppear to be much
possibility of the hon, member being able to
carry his wotion in proper fcrm. If it is not
forced to o division I sincerely trust the hon.
member will not allow the subject to drop,

-but that he will direct his further atlention
' to the worl of the Works’ Depurtment.

It is
stated that the Civil Service Commission was
doing thig at the present time, hut, so far, that
body appears to have wade such little pro-
gress that it is not in a pogition to enlighten
us af the pre ent time, If it is found in the
future that any board of advice will be
necessary, it will, of course, be most advisable
for it to be placed beyond Ministerial control,
bt ther comes the guestion whether the
metubers of this Board should, or should not
be paid. If anything is done now it will only
amount to a matter of affirming a principle,
and after the diascuasion that has tuken place
I have no doubt the hon, member will not gee
fit to press it. At the same time I think the
matter is one of such importance that I would
press those hon. members who take an interest
in this question, and who have a practical
knowledge of what is necessary, to ventilato
the subject now that it ie before the House,
and give other hon. members the benefit of
their knowledge.

Trr COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson): In justice to the
hon. member for Beverley, I would like to
say, Mr. Speaker, that in my opinion he bas
been totally misunderstood by socme hon.
members who have addressed the House. The
intention of the hon. member is not, I belie e,
to censure the Public Works” Department, or
to seek to conmtrol its administration,
ar to control the acts of the Govern-
went in any way whatever. His idea
wppears t0o me to be that we should have
a committee of advice, with more extended
scope tham that given to an ordinary Select
commitbee. A comwittee, formed on the lines
suggested by the hon, member, could be made
of great nssistance to a Government. It could
be composed of men who bave not only a prac-
ticul knowledge, but extensive locul knowledge
as well, and who would be able to see inte
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projected works, and hring to bear considerable
informution with a view of ascertaining
whether works were actually required, whether,
if i were the case of railways, they would
pay. und what would be the proper route for
the lines to take. There are really very few
hon. members indeed who are in & position to
give all the local knowledge that may be
required to enuble Parliament to form a
proper opinion. It is clearly rot the desire
of the hon. member that this committee
should in any way control the Government,
but after the Government brings down a list
of public works it would be for this Com-
mitbee to sny whether they were necessary.
If the committes found that certnin works in
such a list were not necessary they would
report 80, and I do not think it would ever be
regearded as o vobe of want of confidence in
the Government, if the committee made an
adverse report concerning any of the works
proposed. As to whether the time has arrived
when we should have such a committee 1m
this colony, I am entirely in accord with the
other hon, members who believe that it would
be a premature step to take in our history.
The present Parlinment, it canst be vecollected,
ie o small one, and it is composed of practical
men with a very large knowledge of the
country and of its requirementa. Membera of
the present Parliament have possibly u greater
individual knowledge of the requiremeunts of
the country than will be poasessed by members
in future yenrs, when there is a greater nnmber
of members, nnd when the country itself is
much preater than it is to-day. It will be
under these circumstances that there will
be some chance of polibical jobs being
perpetrated. It is not possible now, when
the House is in its present state, and
when the members are in the position,
through their practical and local know-
ledge, of being able to exercise intelli-
gent eriticism., This moy not be the case
in future years, when the country and its in-
terests are both of a more diverse character.
The time for a committee, such as has been
suggested, has not yet come. The fact that
such committes have been found necessary in
other colonies is to he seen in their being
called into existence at all, and the further
fact that they must be doing good werk, is
proved by the circumsiance that if it were not
50 these committees would soon have had an
end put to their existence. The circumstances
are very different here to what they are in the
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other colonies, and, at present, Parliament is
quite capable of preventing any public works
being carried out o suit some political motive,
or to serve some political party, or to plense
some particular consfituenta. I hope it will
be a long time before there is az alteration in
this state of affairs here, and that the day is
for distant when party political considerations
will have any effect in determining the public
works policy of a Government.  Still, when it
does come, then will be the proper time to con-
sider the question of appointing a committee
gimilar to that suggested by the hon. mem-
ber.

Me. SOLOMON : Idorot think thetime has
arrived when it is advisable thet we should
place the control of the Government in the
honds of a committee of the kind suggested
by the hon. member who has woved this
motion. If the Government ia not capabls of
carrying out the public works themselves, then
they should not be capable of appointing ad-
visers to do it for them, What I fail to see is
where the responsibility will rest if such a
committee is appointed. Are we also to look
merely to o Board to give this House neces-
sary information instead of getting it from
the Government ? To my mind this Parlia.
ment ie quite capablc of judging, when any
public works are brought Dbefore it
as to whethar they are required, or
whether it is mnecessary that such works
should be performed. With regard to the
remarks made on this subject by the Hon, the
Director of Public Works, T cunnot say that
all the buildings that have been erected have
been of a most sabatantinl nature. There is
one building I particularly desive to refer to,
snd to which my attention has been drawn.
There is o schoolroow at Rockingham. I am
informed that it is only & small building, some-
thing like 14ft. by 20ft.; but it has been
placed there without the slightest convenience
for the schoolmaster. It is reported that the
rain ¢comes in through the roof like a sieve,
and the chimney-pot is nctually only on w
level with the roof, and that it is absolutely
impoasible to carry on the achool. This may
only be u small matter, but still it requires
some nttention being called to it, and I trust
the Director of Public Works will look into
the complaint. References have been made
to the work of the Civil Service Commission,
Well, I have to inform the House tLat the
Commission is al present conducting a most
systematic and searching enqguiry into both
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tha Railways and Works Departments, and I | works on the shore end of the jetty, so that it
- eould be connected with the railway. Ib was

- then nrranged thut the sum of £11,000 should
as woll as the mewbers of the Commission, -

feel sure that when the Commission comes to
present ite report, the members of this House,

will feel perfecily satisfied that the time and
trouble taken over the work have not, by any
meanr, been wasted.

Me. HARPER: I would just like to eay one
or fwo words. Thestrength of the opposition
to my moftion appears to be in the contention
that such a committee as I propose is not re-
quired at the present time. I[must say that I
was a little surprised at theline taken up by
the hon. memter for Nannine. He usually
places his view. before ug with such clearness
and precision that I cannot understand the
opposite attitude he assumes now. He has
told this House that the reason for such
a cowmmittee being called icto exis-
tence in Victoria was that it was
required to deal with & nuwber of
projected works of a political cbaracter, but
that was not s0. ‘lhe reason the commiitee
was appointed in Vietorin was that o great
denl of work had been improperly done, and
it was found necessary to have a committee to
prevent this being continued. With an over-
flowing Treasury, there is likely to be a great
rush for these works in this colony, and it wus
having this in view that led me to make
the proposition for the appointment of e
committee before, instead of after the works
wers carriod out. I am afraid that hon.
members will find a miatake has been made in
not considering this matter now, However, I
beg leave to withdraw my motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

LICENSED SURVEYURS BILL,
THIED READING,
Bill road a third time, and ordered to be
transmitted to the Legislative Council.

LOAN ACT, 1891, RE-APPROPRIATION
BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir, J. Forrest): I
rige to move the second reading of this Bili,
aud I think it is best that I should fully ex-
plain to the House the reasons for its being
brought forward. In tbe Loan Act of 1891, a
sum of £25,000 was provided for harbor works
at Geraldton, and for a nev jetty. In the
arrangewments for the construction of the
Mullewa railway, only £100,000 was voted,
und no provision was made for the necessary

be appropriated from the vote for the harbor
works, and it wna expended on the construc-
tion of the buildings, the stution yard, and the
necessary works about the jetty re-
guired for the railway. Upon that under-
standing the Government bas worked
from the time the Act of 1891 became luw
right up to the present time, and about
£12,000 haa been spent on the jetty itself. 'I'o
show hon. members that it waa the intention
of the Government all through to carry out
these works to their full extent, [ make men-
tion of the fuct that in the Loan Act of 1894
there was provided a sum of £10,000 for ex-
tending the harbor and jebty, although at that
time we had £11,000 or £12,000 in hand out of
the vote of £250,000 provided in theLoan Act
of 1891. When, however, the Mullewa Rail-
wiy was completed, the Public Works Depart-
ment desived to obtain the amount that lLad
been appropriated frowm the vote for harlor
works. In this they were blocked by the
Auditor-General, who was unable to authorise
the work on shore Leing paid for out of the
other vote, and hence it is necessary for the
Governwent to come to the House and nsk for
© re-uppropriation of the money. I do not
think anyone can object to the Bill, becuuse
the Government hos no desire whatever ex-
cepting to replace the mmount it was found
necessary to uppropriate vuk of the vote for
the Geraldton jetty. The intention of
the Government, and the belief under
which we have acted, are perfectly clear all
through. The only reason the Honse is asked
to approve of this Bill is to remove any doulbts
in the mind of the Auditor-Genersl that this
aum of £11,000 car be legully charged to the
works on the jebty Ihope hon. members will
not object fo this Bill, and I would especially
agk the hon. member for Geraldton not to
oppose it. The Government is ating in a per-
fectly bona fide way, and has always reserved
the £11,000 for the purposes stated, in addition
to the vote of £10,000 in the Loan Act of 1894,
The Bill merely enables the amount already
gpent on works to be properly charged against
the vote for the jeftty works. At present it
stands a8 un advance, and before it can be
charped to the proper account it is necessary
tor the House to pass the Bill
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill passed through Committee without
discussion, and waa reported without amend-
ment.

Report adopted.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration in Committee resumed upon

the  new  Clause proposed by Mr
James, nawely—* Where asy occupier is

“ by the Council to, or does pay,
" any rate or instalment of a rate
“ duo or payable, or -0of which sny portion is
“due or payable iv respect of the premises
“ocenpied by him for any peried prior to the
*““date when such oecupier tock possession of
“the said premisos, such occupier shall be
“antitled to, and mey forthwith require and
“gue for payment of and from the landlord of
“ the said premises of the rate or portion of
"“rate 50 due or payable, together with all
“expenses, payment of which has been required
“from, wade by, or is enforceable aguinst such
“occupier,” put and negatived on the following
division :—

Question put and division taken, with the
following result:—

Noes ... . ... 18
Ayea ... ... B
Majority against . 10
Aves, Noes.
Mr. George Myr. Burt
Mr. lllingworth Mr. Clarkson
Mr. James Mr. Couner
Mr. Leake Sir Jobn Forrest
Mr. Morat Mr. A. Forrest
Mr, Randell Mr. Hassel]
Mr. Wood Mr. Lefroy
Mr, Simpson {Teller.) Mr. Loton
Me. Marmion
Me. Phillips
Mr. Picsse
Mr. Richardson
Mr, H, W. Sholl
Mr. Solomon
8ir. J. G. Lee Steere
Mr. 'l hrossell
Mr. Venn
Alr, R.F.8holl{ Tetler.)

New Clause negatived.
Preamble and title

Agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

DEPOSITING STONE IN RIVER AT ROCKY
BAY
LEGIBLATIVE COUNCIL'S BMESSAQE.

1N COMMITTEE.
Fue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
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wove that the wessage from the Legislative
Council be tuken into consideration, but I say
at once, that I am not in accord with the
opinions expressed by the Legislative Council.
“ That it is desirable that no more stones
gand, or rubbish, be thrown into the river at
Rocky Bay by the Government.” If it wereat
ull practicable, I am sure T shonld not desire,
and I believe hon. members generally would
not desire, to throw any stunss or rubbish
whatever into the river. But we have em-
barked upon great works at Fremantle, and
part of the project for cwrrying out ihose
works ts to obtain the stone from Rocky Bay.
Nodoubt when hon, members go down there,
they will regret to see whbat was once n
picturesque spot, made to wear so utilitarian
an uppearsnce. All the picturesqueness
iB a thing of the past, nnd the ap-
pearance st Rocky Buy, with which
wo were 50 plensed years ago, hus uall been
destroyed. Nothing cun now bring back the
beauty that existed three years ago. The
only questior to be considered nowis, whether
throwing refuse into the river is really doing
any great dumage to the river? It seems to
me it 8 all & watter of cost; because if we do

" not mind the cost it will be easy to carry the

refuse somewher else, rather than throw it
into the viver. 1 have bad the matter wnder
consideration, and have had reports from the
Engineer.in-Chief, who informs me that to
begin snd encry out a new acheme, or to muke
new arrangements with regard to the removal
of the refuse, will involve a very large
expenditure of money. The proportion is
four to one. Four tona of rubbish and sand
hava to he reuoved to one ton of stune. 1 am
informed it would wmean very great expense,
and congiderable delay. [t would require, [
believe, five or six times as many trucks as
arc now being uged. [ think the Engineer-
in-Chief said it would require 250 extra
trucks, and some more engines, todo what is
pow being done by throwing the stuff into the
river. The increase of cost would be sowme-
thing like six-peace a yard.

Mr. GEOEGE: There must be some mistake
in that.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : I do
not know anything aboutthe mistake; the in-
formation I have is that it wonld cost sixpence
a yard more, and would also cause considerable
delay. It would be six months before the works
would get into full swing again. We should
have to import trucks, or ¢lse build them, and



394 8Stlting of Rocky Bay.
in the meantime the Harbor Works would have
to be ata standstill, I take some exception to
the resolution of the other House on such an
important matter. It seems to me that due
consideration was not giver to the work that
has been going on at Fremantle for the last
year or two. The watter was burried through
and eent on to this House. I think hefore this
House sanctions a resolution of this kind it
should have more information on the subject,
aud should appoint a Select Committee
to go round and see how far the intere-ts
of the country would be interfered with by the
adoption of a resolution like this. PFor my
own part, I do not like the idea of throwing
sand and rubbish into the river; but the
Engineer-in-Chief says it could be easily
removed again, if need be, at a cost of about a
peney n yard, by the Premier dredge. If it
were mnecessary the Premier dredge could
excavate n straight channel on the south aide
of the river in a very short time. T domnot go
go far na some, and say there is nofilling up of
the river, but I do think that the practical
men I see before me will not stop the works at
Fremantle—to which we are all looking for-
ward with so much interest—because of a
small encroachment upon the north side of the
river by this sand and rubbish being thrown
there, We have all seen the work going on
there for the last two or three years, and no
oune has thought of moving in the matter, as
the members of the Legislative Council have
done in thie resolution. T am quite sureit has
not reeceived the consideration it deserves,
seeing it is such an important watter, and if
this House is at all inclined to favour it, I
would urge upon hon. members the desirability
of referring it to some committee, in order
that evidence may be taken upon the subject.
Hon. members ean easily see if this reso-
lution be adopted here it will wupset the
arrangements of the Grovernment for carrying
on the harhor works at Fremantle, and will
delay the work for six months. I ¢nnsider the
game is not worth the candle; but if the
House thinks otherwise, then I think the
matter should be thoroughly investigated
before the House assents to a resolution like
this, which creates both trouble and expense.
Mr. RANDELL : I made o trip, Iast Satur-
day, to the scene of operations and Rocky
Bay; and the opinion that I formed was, that
though there was some encroachment upon the
river, it was not serious. There is a consider
alile depth of water there, and as the hon. the
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Premier pointed ont, it will be abselutely
necessary to dredge achannel through the spit
at Preston Point, as no vessel of any gize could
get round the point at Rocky Bay. That will
be pecessary for the river trafic, but I think
it would be a very long time before the
channel would become 80 narrow as to
hinder hoats plying wup and down. There
may be increased difficulty for yachta, and
other boats, that need to sail, becanse they
will have a little less room to move in, to get
round the Bay. I was certainly impressed
with the difficulty there would be, if the stuff
could not be thrown into the river. I waa
assured by Lhe Engineer-in-Chief that the cost
of removing it again, if need be, would be
very trifling. T think he gaid loes than u
penny & yard. He certainly said it counld be
removed again at very litile cost, by the
dredge, if it were found necessary so to do,
or if the material could be profitably used
clsewhere. I do nut kmow how far any freshet
in the river might affect the sand and stone
being thrown there, for it is not all sand. Se
far as I could see, the water was not acting
very much upon the debris, through stone
being intermixed with the sand. I do not
think a freshet would make much impres.
sion upon it. I scarcely think there is any
neceasity to interfere with the operations of
the Engineer-in-Chief at the quarries at Fre-
mantle. T was very much struck with the
large amount of stome in the sand ; it seemed
in gome places to be in layers all along. I
enquired if it were so in other parts of the
world, and they said no, that was the firat
instance of the kind they had over come
across. There was one advantage in it in
that it was much easier to blast than if it
were all rock, though if it had been all rock
they wonld have got more stone for use, which
would have compensated for the extra cost.
Mr. ILLINGWORTH : I rise to move an
amendment to the motion before the House,
My object is to refer this matter to a Select
Committee. I think it is amatter of sufficient
importance. Firstlof all, it is sericus encugh,
as far as the river itself is concerned. I think,
however, it ia more desirable to have a Com-
mittee for another reason. Upon the site T
have in my mind for the railway workshops
there is o valley, and I think the material now
being thrown into the river might be used for
levelling that volley; and for tha reason I
think it is worth the consideration of this
House aeto whether the wiches of hon. membere
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in another place might not be met, and useful
work be done at the same time. As to any
other departure, I wounld rather distinetly sup-
port the Ministry than stop the works at Fre-
mantle. But if the debris can be used for the
puzrpose L have suggested, we shall do two good
things aé the same time.

THE PremMier: You have oot the trucks to
do it.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: The sume trucks
that throw it into the river will throw it
where T want to have it thrown.

Tae Commissiones oF Rarnways: They will
not, hold sand.

Mr. George: How do they hold it to throw
it into the river?

TrE CoMMISRIONEE OF RarLways : Men use
barrows to throw it into the river.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : I move asan amend-
ment that the question be referred to a Select
Committee, consistiog of the Hon. the Com-
missioper of Railways (Hon. H. W. Venn),
Mr. Marmion, Mr. Wood, Mr. Simpson, and
the mover.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hou. H. W. Venn) : The amendment pro-
posed hy the hon. mewber is nonsense. [ feel
sure that the hon. members of this House, ns
a whole, will be nble to decide this question
themeselves. I regret, at the present woment,
that thisguestion hascomeonat soearly a stage
this evening. Had [ known it would have
g¢ome on, I should have been prepared with
some diasrams, which would have been an ob-
ject lesson, so that hon. members could see at
once the exact position. Rather than accept
the amendment, I suggest that we report pro-
gressuntil to-morrow, when I shall be able to
have dmwings and diagrams here, showing
the exact position of the rivar frontage ; and
I will give the exact figures.  The hon. mem-
ber for Nannine stated a few minutes ago,
that the same trucks would move the sand.

Me. ILLINGWoRTH : I never said anything of
the kind.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) : I understood him to say,
that the same trucks removing the saod
would remove if elsewhere. DButwe have no
trucks to remove it.  The proportion as, has
been pointed out, iz funr tons of sand and rab-
bish, to one ton of stone. If hon. wembers
would go down and sec for themselves, as the
hon. mewmber for Perth did, they would seo at
onoce the real position. T feel sure the dia-
grams Ican bring to-morrow will enabie hon,
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members to deal with this question better
than they can at the present moment. I move
we now report progress, and ask leave to git
egain.

Motion to report progress put, and division
taken, with the following resulb :—

Ayes 16
Noes 7
Majority for . 8
AYES, Noss.

Mr. Burt Mr. Connor

Mr. Clarkson Mr. George

Bir John Forrest Mr. lingworth

Mr. Harper Mr. Marmion

Mr. Hassell Mr. Solomon

Mr. Leake Mr. Wood

Mr. Loton Mr. Moss (Zeller.)

Mr, Moran

Mr. Phillips

Mr. Randell

Mr. Richardson

Mr. Simpson

Sir J, . Lee Steere

Mr. Venn

Mr. Lefroy {Telier.)

Progress reported, and leave given to eit
again, '
. Tae SPEAKER left the chair at 6.27 o’clock
p.m,

At 7.30 o’clock the House resumed.

WANT OF CONFIDENCE MOTION,
THE EDUCATION QUESTION.

Mr LEAKE: Sir, I move “ That the policy
of the Government, ns snnounced upon the
Education Question, is not satisfactory to thia
House, nor in accordance with the opinion of
the people of this Coluny.” This resolution
Sir, might perhaps have been expected to
cowe from some other hon. memwber than my-
self ; but in the exercise of his discretion the
hon. member, to whom the privilege of moving
thia resclution would in ordinury circum-
stunces have fallen, has not thought fit to
propose it; and T say now that I do wot bring
this motion forwurd as a mers private motion,
but as an expression of opinion of those
members who sit on the Opposition side of
the House. I bave been deputed to move
this resolution and I do eo readily. It was
suggested by an answer which was given afow
evenings agoby the Hon. the Premier, toaques-
tion which wag asked by the hon. member for
Nannine, a8 to whether it was the intention of

he Government to bring in a bill to amend the
Edueation Act by abolishing the present ays-
tem, and establishing a national system of free,
secular and compulsory Education. The
Premier’s answer to that question was :—* The
Government does not propose ko deal with this
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question at present.” Further, the hon. gen-
{lemun aonounced that if it should be neces-
sary bo make any alteration in thelaw, which
would affect certain intercsts, the subject
would roguire to be approached only after
the fullest and most careful consideration,
with the view to dealing honourahly and equit-
ably with the interests which have been created.
In that answar, I submit, there was a distinet
avowal of the intention of the Government not
to interfere with vhe Education Question. 1
hun. memhers will carry their recollections
back to May of last yeur, when the hon. the
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relating to Education. They then sought to
increase the grant in aid of the Assisted
Schools, The Governwent then, did not leave
the question alone, and although on the pre-
vious occagion I had voted in accordance
with my publicly expressed determioation to
leave the question alone, when T found thut

- the Go vernment—

. did not vote at uli.

Premior addeessed his conatituents at Bun. .

bury, and also to the debates of last session,
they will be reminded thet on both occasions
the hon. gentlemun expreased himself definite-
ly on the Edueuntion guestion, and there and
then expressed his determination not toalter it.

Circumstauces demand that this question, ' [ determined, still with the idea of leuving the

which has besn before the conntry, should be
gsettled with no uncertain voice, and I think it
is in the interesta of the House and the
country that it should be finally determined
without any delsy whatever. In the debates
of last session, it will be remembered, that
divisions were taken upon two distinct pro-
posals. The first was proposed by the hen.
memher for Gersldton (Mr. Simpson} to the
effect that it was nndesirable to farther extond
the system of State aid to Assisted Schools.

"That resolution was negatived by three votes

only. Uponthatb occcasionI did not vete. I
will explain my reason in a moment.

Tue Preamer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : You
suid that before.

Ms. LEAKE: [sghall dvso no doubt to the
satisfaction of the Horn. the Premier. Sub-
sequently, the Governmeat brought in o Bill
to alter the system of Bducation. Upon that
occasion [ did vobe. My reasons are these.
During my candidature at Albany, I expressed
an opinion that [ had not at the tima made
up my mind on this question of Edueation,
and said then I was in favor of leaving the
question alone. Acting up to that principle
and to that statement, I did not vote on the
motion of the hon. member for Garaldton.
The resnlt of the division was certainly o
leave the question alone: but was that the
desire of the Government? I say it was not,
for within & few weeks, almost within a few
days after the parrow divisioa upon the
motion of the hon. member for Geraldton, we
find a determined effort made by the Govern-

Tue Peemier (Hon. 8irJ. Forrest) : You
You say you voted.

Mg. LEAKE: Thank you for the correc-
tion. I did not vute becanse [ desired to lenve
the question alone, but the Government
forced the hands of every hoo. member. They
brought forward o Bill, and it is not the duty
of any hon. member to eit and discuss the
termn of a Bill, but refrain from giving an
expression of opinion. Imasmuch ss thul Bill
sought bo waberially nlter the Eduacation Act,

ques..ia alone, to vote aguinst Lhe measare. 1
did 50, and [awm buppy to say that the Bill woa
thrown out by the casting vote of the Chair-
man. Thus the opinions of hon. mewnbers
were forced, and it became necessacy for my-
gelf and everybody else, to determine what
line should be taken on the guestion. I can-
not consietently und repeatedly tell my
constituents, the public, or hon. members,
that I have not made up my mind npon any
question. [have made up wy mind and I have
not changed it; and it is because { have made
up my mind that I am willing and anxious to
move this resolution. By reason of the action
of the Government, this question of Kduca-
tion, although previonsly an importunt one,
became a burning question. It led to o cer-

* tnin amount of agitation during the recess. 1t

ment to male a material alteration in the law |

induced, or fostered, 4 more or less unsetiled
state in the country and in the electorates.
Strong feelings were expressed, and if we
seek for evidence of an exhibition of feeling,
we need only consider the recent elections,
when the hon. member for the Murray and the
hon. member for North Fremantle were re-
turned, both of which elections were fought out
on the Education question.

Mz. Conwor: No.

Mg. LEAKE : [ am sorry I did not make
myself heard to tha hon. member,

Mge Connor: State facts.

Mgr. LEAKE: If anyone ought to be in a
position to know, it should be the hon. mem-
ber who hus challenged my assertion, becanse
if he did not contest the North Fremantle
clection himeelf, I am not far wrong in say-
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ing he did so ss the deputy or agent of
ancther, Not only have certain electorates
exprensed n  efinite opinion on this question,
but with the exception of ome, or certainly not
more than two isolated instances, the Press
of the country arein favor of an alteration
in the Education Act i the direction of abol-
ishing the dual system. Is there an hon.
member who can deny with a clear conscience,
that rthe country is not in Favor of abolishing
the dual system ? So far as I awm personally
concerned, I do not care what hoa. wmembers
on the Minsterial side of the House think of
my action in this matter. I have mno doubt
that many of them will refer to Hansard.
I ehall be guoted, and perhaps wisquoted, and
if not misquoted, misinterpreted. Whatever
happens, I am content to let this question
remain as one between myself and my con-
stituents, not hon. members of this House.
If my conatituents disapprove of my action in
this regard, is it open to them, when the
question crops up, to reject me ab the next
alection. If hon. members can take any
pleasure in guoting my observations in
Hansard, I shall gladly listen to them, and
I am certain that if they will not only study
what I have said on this question,'but. on all
others, they will reap a certain amonnt of
advantage. I am preparedat thia moment to
face an election on this guestion; indeed, one
of my particular objects in forcing it before
the House annd the country, is with the idens of
a digsolution, in order that T may anncunce my
views upon the subject, and to see whether or
not they coincide with those of my constitu-
onts.

Mr., Marmion: Have you made up your
mind ?

Mz.LEAKE : Icannot hear the hon, gentle-
mnn, The principle of this resolution is not
g0 mach to obtain an alteration in the law, as
to get an expreasion of opinion upon the ques-
tion. TIf it were carried it will not alter the
law, although of course it would be proper
that the law should be altered in accordance
with the resolution, and if the Hon. the Premier
in his wisdom, thinks fit to pray for a dissolu-
tion on this question, it will be greatly to the
advantage of everybody.

AN Hon. Mexser : Especially the hon.
member.

Me. LEAKE : I say the Government in this
matter are inconsistent. The Hen, the
Premier, whom we must regard as the mouth.
piece of the Government—although we know
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there ig a split in his Cabinet on this import-
ant question—haus, from the first, annonnced
his intention of maintaining the present
system of Education. Were they not incon-
gistent after that avowal, when last session
they introduced a Bill to increase the grant to
the Assisted Schools ? If the principle was
nacessary last session, it is necessary now.
Why did not the Government cowe
forward with a resolution or a Bill auch
as that of last year and ask the House
to pass it ? Because they nre frightaned
of the consequences, Is it rvight that
thia question should remain uusettled ?
Ts it right that this condition of unrest, and
disquiet and religious controversy should be al-
lowed fo arise and to continue 7 Can any one
say feeling hae not been expressed in the coun-
try? Do we not know that, from certain
quarters, many bitter things have heen said,
that certain Associations, political and other-
wise, have Leen formed, in order to do what ?
—to maiatain the present system, that aystem
which the Government last year, after having
firat of all said they would maintain, endeav.
oured to ulter, but were defeated in theat.
tempt. Let the question be settled at once.
The more we delay, the greater danger there
in of its not being amicably settled, and
in the interests of all parties concerned,
This session we hear the cry of vested
interests. Thet was not the cry lnat year.
We heard nothing about vested interests then.
They are a secondary consideration, e bolstered
argunment, adduced in ordertodivertattention
and in order toavoid if possible, the necessity
of touching the question, a3 the Governmant
attempted to do last session. Lnat session
they told us they had the statutory right to
increase the grant. Now, certain sections of
the community demand that increase. But
notwithstanding the statutory right which
waa argued for, notwithstanding the demand
which has come from a certain quarter, we find
that the Government dare mnot tackle the
Education question. And if it is not settled
now, if this motion is not earried—and here T
ask hon. mombers to mark what [ say—if it is
not settled now, it cannot be for thrae years,
without n dissolution. That is of course
assuming the Government are true to their
public utterances. Whether the Hon. ihe
Promier will think fit to alter his vieva—

Tre Presmier (Hon. Sir J. Forrvest) : Like
you,

Mr. LEAKE: Whether the Hon. the Premier
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will think fit to alter his views, a contingency
which i3 by no means remote, we shall not
have this question settlnd forthree years;; andis
there any hoo. wember who will dare to say
that it isadvisable that this guestion sbould
beheld overour heada fur so long a period ?
Burely it isin the interesta of those who sup-
porl the Assisted Schools and everybody elae,
to see it settled once and for all, There is
1o doubt—and I am eartrin T have the support
of the majority of hon. me nharain thiz—that
the dualsystewn of lidacation is doomed, and
the sgoner we know nader what circamsiances
that deom is o overtake thegystem, the better
it witl be for everybody concerned. It is ol
ject d, and I have no deabt that during the
debate it will be oljjected, that the motion is
one of want of confidence in the Governmeant.
It i8 a vote of thut sort, and if such
6 vobe were ever justified, the present
ocorgion justifies this, for when we find
an important political question not only
before the House but bhefore the counfry,
attempted to Lo evaded by those who have
the control of affairs, it is time that some
pressure is Lrought to bear to force those
gentlemen not only to a proper conclusion, but
to a det :rinination to seltle, once and for all, o
much vexed question. If this is a want of con-
fidence motion, can anyone tell me how
a motion dealing with the Education
Question can be framad so as not to amount to
a want of confidence motion? Icannol imagine
that the Government can regard any inter-
ference with this question inapny other light
than as a want of confidence, Supposs bon.
wmembers on  this side of the House
had bLeonght inm a Bill t amend
the Education Act, would not the debate
on she second reading have been treated
ns o best question? Would not that Bill, if it
passed, be practically an expression of want of
coufidence in the Government, particularly,
not only after the avowal of the Government,
but after their action in regard to it ? Perhups
there are several hon. members on the Opposi-
tion side of the Houae who willnot vote for this
motion, beganse it is a vote of want of con-
fidence—and T regret to have to say, but I do
eay so, and deliberately too—that there are
hon. membhers on the Opposition aside of the
House whose sympathivs unfertunately are ot
with the Oppoesition. They rather gtrengthan
the hands of the Government, and will possibly
do so on this occasion, as well a8 upoun other
occasions, when an adverse vote against the
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Governinent is proposel! and divided upon.
Why is there nothing suggested on this ques-
tion ? I said just now that it was becausethere
was a split in the Ministry uponit. There iy
no doubt about that. Honm. mewmbers know
that only two membery of the Ministry really
approve of this question, and they are the Hon.
the Prewier and the Hon. the Commissioner
of Railways. We know that the Attorney
General, if he dared to cxpress an opinion,
wonld vote for theabolition on the danl aystein.
We know that the Minister of Education has
¢xpressed his views emphatically npon the
subject, and we had the vote of the Hon. the
Commissioner of Crown Lands with the Opposi-
tion last year. The hon. gentleman is now a
member of the Ministry, and it will be interecst-
ing to wembers of this House, and to the coun-
try, to notice what the hou. gentleman has to
say with regard to the question. [t is munbtor
a: to whether or not he will swallaw his prin-
ciples, or atick to hisseat, Sir, [ heard u hiss
justnow in the House. I do not know where
it came from, but I think it came from the
gallery. I hope it will not occur agan,

Tae Premies (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : [ did
not hear it.

Mz. LEAKE : I was remarking that there
was a split 1n the Miniséry, and that that split
resulls in o wajority in favor of the Opposi-
tion. We know that one gentleman, the Col-
onial Secretary, who resigned from the Minis-
try sinee lnst session, is a prononnced opponent
of the present syatem.

Txe Peemiee (Hon. Sir J. Worrest) : He
brought in the Bill anyway.

Mgr. LEAKE: Yes, he did. I thmk the
opponents of the present system have to thank
him heaztily for having forced the hands of
his eolleagues, and the wonder is that his coi-
leagues did not see through it. The House
and the country did. [f the Premicr says he
will meintain these achools, to be comsistent
he must go on and increase the grant ; but he
cannot do that,as the House has told him that
they will have none of it. He dare not, there-
fore, tackle the question, tf he says on the
one hand be will maintain these schools, the
country says on the other hand he shall
not, and when it comes to a gnestion,
evenly bLalanced though it may be, for
the electora to decide the matbter once,
and for all, let those who attack me and
say [ have changed my views, give me an
opportunity of going back to my electors to
announceé my views upon if, and let the



Education Question,

Government send a sapporter down there to
defeat me if he can. Iam prepared to meet
my constituents on this question and I desire

to doso. What will be the result, some hon,

membzrs will ask, of an asdverse vote being

carried against the Government ? Really it
surprises me to hear some hon. members talk
about the terrible and dive results which may
follow upon the termination of offica of the
present Ministry, If there were n dissolution,
or if the Government were to resigm, there
seams to be an impression that the businesr of
this country mast be suspended, that the
whole economy of the Service will be upset,
and that no business conld go on for months.
If the Government were to resign to-morrow,

the business of this country would go on as

well. It would be necessary, it is true, to vole
supplies. Whoever heard of a Government
oeing turned out of office except during a
session of Parlinment ? The boast of the pre.
sent Ministry always has been that they will
resign when the popular voice is against
them. We have heard that so often, vhat
hon. members will regard it, by this time, as
an empty platitude. Resign ! indeed.

ME. InuineworTH : Never,

Mr. LEAKE: I do not think they are aver
likely to do 80, unless a distinct and emphatic
vole of want of confidence is carried
agninst them, I ask hon. members to discusa
the merits of this question irrespective
of the results, irrespective of the conse-
quences which it may bring upon those
gentlemen who are afraid to fearlessly and
honrestly tackle it. Whatis it to say, when
we are fighting for a principle, that it hits
harshly one or two hon. members? Must we
always be told we can go a cerfain distance
and no further? Must we be told that we
must submit to this particular rule for ever?
Must we be constantly barking and never
biting ? Are hon. members to be frightened
because the Premier says ~—*If you pass this
resolution, we will resign?”’ Hon. members
who are guided by such feelinga a3 those are
bliad to their senze of duty, and when they
consider such an emphatic question
ag this oneis, they must have regard to their
public ntterances and pledges. There are hon.
members who have pledged themselves to vote
agninst the continuance of the present system
of Education, and how can those hon. members
—and T notice the hon. member for Weat
Parth (Mr. Wood) is looking at me— how can
hon. members and that hon. mewber, in
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particular, say they will not vote with me on
this motion, and at the same time tell their
constituents they have heen consistent? T say
this for the benefit of the hon. member for
‘West Perth. I know him well enough to feel
assured that he will not go back upon what he
has anid in public, and that he will support
the resolution.

Me. MaRMiON:
public.

Me. Smpson: You'll go back te them before
long,

Me. LEAKE: We have heard it said more
than once both in and out of the Honse, thet
no ome can form a Ministry, outside the
present Ministry, and that, I suppose, is going
to be an argument against this resolutivn,
Let pringcipies go to the wind! Abandon
everything yon bave said! Forget yourselves
becanse you mey turn the Government out.
Wasthere ever such an insult to the constitu-
encies asto say they were reburning men who
were not capable of holding office? So faras
I understand polities, from the little experience
T have had of them.

Twe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8. Burt):

Hear, hear.
Ms. LEAEE : It seems that every man who

goes hefore a constituency ia doing that con-
stituency and himself an injustice, in seeking
election, unless he thinks he is capable of
taking office at sowe time. 'The man whosays
he will not take office, practically tells the
country he is incapable. If he is incapable he
ghonld not be returned to this House. Tam
happy to say that on the Opposition side of
the House there is material for more than one
Ministry, and one which would have the con-
fidence of the country, more than I
firmly believe the present Government has.
An adverse vote! a vote of want of
confidence! destruction of the Ministry!
the idol of the Homse  shattered!?
hon. members appalled. at the downfalll
Let me remiad hoo. members that if they are
not careful, their idol may shatter them, and
why ? because hon. members have got, not
only ibe voting power in this House to con.
sider, hut the vobling power of their con-
gtituencies. ‘The constituencies, I am happy
to say, are alive. Thoy notice the actions of
their members, they are aware of their short-
eomings as well as their good actions, ana this
motion, bringing a8 it does an important
political principle prominently Lefore the
public, must be supported or opposed by hon.

He won’t go back to the
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members according to their comsciences, I
will, say, that of all the hon. members on
the Ministerinl side of the House, there
are nona more consistent om thizs (uesation
thun the hon. member for Fremantle, the
hon. member for East Kimberlay, and the hon.
member for Yilgarn. I admire them for their

consistency. No one expects they will suppert |
thia resolution, and I do not desire to say any- ,

thing which would hurt the feelings of those
hoo. members, and if thoy roegard this reso-
lution n9 only asking for the establishment of
an important principle, then they will hold
me blameless of an attempt to createill-fecling
or disquist. If this resolution does not pass,
an instance of the overwhelming dangor of
excesaive power will be furnished, because
here we find the Governnent marshalling their
forces nnd securing vobes, mot against the
principle we are fighting for, but in order to
keep themselves in office. The niajority of the
Oppogition members are not actuated by any
fealings which are likely to influence them in
keeping the present Miniatry in power, and
they are free then to vote according to their
consciences, and according to the opinions
which they have expressed on the princip'e
which the motiop jnvolves. That power of the
Ministry to command votes will not work on this
occasion, if hon, members are mindfal not to
perpetuate and coatinue a falss principle. It
will be perpetnated at nuy rate for threo
years, and is a prindiple which this
House has expressed ils disapproval of,
in which action the House iz sup.
ported by the country. If, unfortun-
ntaly for Ministerinl members, and fortun-
ately for the Oppositio . members, this motion
should be carried, the Government mighé
think fit to resign. In that case members on
the Opposition side of the House might occupy
the Ministerial seats. If such a thing were
to happen, we wonld at any rate have a speedy
settlement of this guestion, and if the new
Miaistry, having done that and thus done the
country n good service, were turned ont, the
present Miniatry could be reinstated. I have
refrained from making any attack upon the
system of Education. I have made up my
mind that the dual system isdoomed. T1have
decided to vote against its continuance, and I
can sec that, unless the Govercment is forced
by some such motion as this, they will never
move. We must bring forward a mnotion of
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dealing with so important a question; ond I do
agk hon. members to be guided by the merits
of the question nnd not consider the effect it
may have upon the Ministry, for if this resolu-
tion is defeated, it will be because hon. mem-
bers are fearful of its immediate effect upon
their friends, and not becaunse of its importance
to the country

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : 8ir,
I have tistened with attention to the hen.
member’s specch, and T must say his langunge
was not so fiery as T expected it would be. It
was n very tome effort, and nfterso much
notice of the motion had been given, and 50
much preparation for this terrible cnslaught
on the Governinent had been made, [ am dis-
appointed, for I expected a more severe apeech,
and much more atronger arguments. I noticed
that the hon. member used the word “ prin-
ciple” very often, and before I sit down I
shall endeavor toshow how for he has stuck
to those principles, which he is so eager that
we should all respect. The impression con-
veyed to my mind in listening to the speech,
was that it was an ad misericordiam appeal to
the sopporters of the Government and all
those who are not his followers, to oust the
Government, andplacebin and bis few friends
on the Ministerial benches. He wns eareful
too, to nddress hon, membera or the Ministerial
side of the House by name, pointing out their
duty %o them in regard to this matter, and also
their duty to their constituents. T would like
to say to hon. members of this and the other
side of the House,that T do not regard this
resolution as having very much to do with the
Education Question., My opinion is, I may be
wrong, that the hon. member's desire issimply
to hamper the actions of the Government na
much as he can on this question, and to get, if
possible, more sympathy both inside and out-
side the House in order to place himself in
that position of prominence which he so much
desires——the leadership of the Opposition.

Mg. LEARE : Hear, hear.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest) : I
would like toask what right he has to expect
to be leader of the Opposition.

Mz Leaxe: May [reply to that, Mr. Speaker?

Tue SPEAKER : Certainly not.

Mg, LEAEE : T thoaght the Premier wasa ask-
ing me s guesiion.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forresat) : Ido
not know what the hon. member has done to

this kind in order to let hon. members know | warrant his being placed in that position, and
that we will not recoguise personnl Feelings in : he should bide for a while and not try to hoist,
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himself into a position which neither hon,
mambersor the people of the country are pre-
pared to entrust him with. T really cannot
agree with the hon. member that there was
nevera time when & vote of want of confidence
was more justified than it is at present. I
am quite certain, and I only wish to make the
statement and say no more about it, that the
question of Assisted Schools, which is a part of
the Educntion gystem of the ¢olony, has not
been pluced bofore the country as a definite
gueation. Tdo not want to say what would be
the reanlt, if it were ; but the hon, member for
Albany only gives his opinion upon it and
not theopinion of the country. It has not
been tested by the verdict of the country,

Mg. ILLiNeworTH : Test it.

Tae FPREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : The
bon. member says * testit.” No doubt he is
anxious to get into o Ministerial seat himself.

M. ILLiNéworsH: L am not.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
think the houn. member is. In regard to my
own opinion on the question, and I think it is
shared by some of my colleagues, [ may say,
as I have said n and out of vhe House, that [
have never been a great supporter of the
present Education System. I have said over
and over again that I preferred all children
ahould attend the one school. T could not
have my way,and I was not going to force
people if I could avoid it. Now, Sir, the hon.
momber for Albany spoke of the pledges given
by the Gove-nment on the question. He is
very fond of trying to tie the Government
down to a pledge; but the Government
pledges are never broken as he breaks his
He is more pledged to his constituentson this
matter than I am tomine, ‘The hon. member
i & renegnde. He has broken his pledges
and—

MRr. Leage: Sir, I rise to order,
words Poarlinmentary ? R

Tre SPEAKER: They are not proper words
to use.

Tue PREMIEER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
withdraw them, Sir. I{ iy well-known to the
country and to this House, that the Govern-
went did not introduce the present Education
Act. It hasbeenthe law of the land for the
ek quarter of a century,and has beenin exist-
ence a longer period than any member in the
House haa been in Parlisment, with the excep-
tion of the Hon. the Speaker and the hon.
member for Fremantle. It certainly has age

Are those
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on itsaide, and its grey hairs should be
reapected,

Mg. ILLINGWORTH :
rottenness.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J, Farrest) : Hon,
membera now desire to sweep this law away,
but I do not think they care two straws alout
the matter. The hon. member for Albany
only wishes to hamper the Government and to
place himself in one of the Ministerial seats.

M=r. LeagE: Hear, hear.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): The
hon. member did not tcll the Houee that the
present law had been in existence for 25 years,
nor did he mention the interesta which were
created by it. He aiso omitted to say any-
thing about the money it would cost to alter
the present law, or whether he would sweep it
away ob once without any consideration. I
may say that no onedislikes religious, or quasi
religious controversies more chan [ do, und T
do not like to have religion mixed up with
public questions, or imported into politica) dis-
cussions ; but 80 long as people are eager to get
into Parlinment, so long will they continue to
take advantuge of any differepces that may
arise, whether of a roligious or social char.
acter, in order to assiet them in attaining the
object they havein view. I am not throwing
out any charge agninstanyone. It is the same
all the world over that men should take dif-
ferent sides on the questions of the day.
In politica particularly it ia the cnse, and
if I, ot election time, declared any
views on the Education Question or any
other question, my opponent no doubt would
oppose my ideas. It iathe same in Parlia-
ment. I know some hon. members who will
vote for the hon. member for Albany’s reso-
lution, who, at ona time in their lives, would
have pledged themselves to the opposite. The
hon. member who moved the motion knows
very well he got into Parliament on what is
called the Roman Catholic vote. He only got
in by one vote, and I heard thatn man, a
Roman Catholie, was taken out of his bed,
wrapped up in blankets, and earried to the poll
to vote for the hon. member.

This kind of age is

MR. LeAEE : True.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
And that is the man to whom the hen. wem-
ber is going to redeem his pledge to-night,
My own opinion is, that if it is desired by the
people of this country that there should be 2
change in the existing law, there is not the
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slightest reason why the people of the colony
ghould not have their way; but I feel guite
sure that if a change is desired in the law
that has been in existence for 25 years, and
under which interests have grown up, those
who wigh to alter the law will do it only after
grave con.ideration. As I said in my reply to
the question put by the hom. member for
Naonipe, the Government are hound to
recognise that those interested in the Assisted
Schools have vestad interests which have been
built up under the law of the land during the
prst 25 years; and therefore, should it be
considered necessary fo make any alteration
in the law which would affect those interests,
the subject would require to be approached
only after the fullest and most careful con.
sideration, with a view of dealing honorably
and eguitably with the interests which have
been created. That is the opinion of the
Government. I hope this question, when
taken in hand, mny be settled on an equitable
and honorable basis that may be satisfactory
to all parties; and no one will rejoice more
thon 1 shall if it can be sosettled. My advice
to the House is to leave the matter to the
Government, and we will see if some arrange-
ment can be made satisfactorily to all parties
concerned, on an equitable and honorable
basis.

Mg. Simpson: It is all over,
down,

Tur PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest): I do
not think the hon. member for Geraldton
wants me to ¢limb down. His occupation will
be gone when this question is moved out of
the way. This trouble has placed the hon.
member in his seat here on two ocengions, and
if it continues it may place him in again. The
Education Question hasplaced him in this
House, and I am sure he does not want me to
climb down by removing this cause of trouble
in the country. He wants it to continue a
tronblesome quesation, becanse he sees a chance,
not only of getting returned again fo this
House, bnt alse perhaps of obiaining some
other position. I have eaid on other occa-
sions, and I say again here to-night, that I do
not believe there is any wisdom or true
statesmanship in trying to force people,
simply because you have the power to do so.
I believe true statesmanship consiets in giving
due consideration to all classes of the com-
munity—certainly to any large or important
section—and that any large section is entitled
not only to have its rights and privileges

You climb
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respected, but even its prejedicea should be
considered. We know, after all, that those
who principally take advantage of these
Aspisted Schools are the Roman Catholics; and
it is all very well for some hon. membera to
think that because they represent; three-fourths
of the community, and the Catholics are only
one-fourth, therefore these hon. members can
ufford to be high-handed and independent;
but if these proportions of the community
were half and half, how would it be then? I
do not suppose we would then be nble to sattle
the matter at all. I hope that wunder
present circumetances wise couneels will
prevail, and that there will he sufficient good
sense and good feeling amongst all of us to
agree upon some plan by which we may do
away with strife, und be able to arrange »a
settlcment of the Education Question nn a fair
and equitable basis that will be satisfactory to
all parties concerned. In dealing with this
matter, I would like to vefer to a point which
is quite in accord with the arguments I have
adduced. Take, for instance, tha Ecclesiastical
grant. We lknow the churches have no legal
right whatever, based on the law of the land,
to a continuance of that grant ; that they have
merely had an annual vote of the Legislature,
passed year by year; and in any year this
House might wipe out the annual grant to the
churches, and there would be an end of it
The grantnotbeing made under any law, the
churches would have no cause to say the grant
had been illegally dealt with. The churches
have enjoyed the grant a good many years—
long before I came into this House—yet in the
present session we have agreed to bring the
Eccleziagtical grant to a close, and how are
we going todo it? The general feeling of this
House is that we are going to do it by o gene-
rous recogumition of the interest which the
churches have acquired during the con-
tinuance of the annual vote—not an in-
terest created moder any law, not founded
on Statute, but merely by a vote passed
year by year by the Legislature. If
under these circumstances, we are going to
act generously, and fairly, and liberally to the
churches in this country, by recognising that
an interest in the annual grant has grown up
during its long continuance, then, Task, are we
going to act less fairly, less liberally, lesa
generously in the case of an institution fonnded
upon Statute, which has been in existence as a
law during the last 23 years, and under which
large obligations have been incurred? Are we
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going to deal less liberally, less fairly, or less
generouslyin the case of an institution founded
upon Statute law, than we are going to doin
the case of an interest which is not founded
upon statute, but whose emolument has been
received merely through an annual grant of
the Legislature? [Mg. Lreaxe: Certainly
not] Iam glad to hear that. [ will make a
note of it. I have now dealt with the question
&3 far as [ intend to deal with it on this ocea-
gion, in regard to the position of Asaisted
Schools under the law, and I am now going to
turn my attention to the hon. member for
Albany—the man who belisves in high prin-
ciples—the man who wishes us to keep our
pledges. (Me. Leage: Now, dow't be too
hard.] No; I will tell yon the absnlute facts.
The hon. member has been in this House about
a year—that is about the evtent of his ex-
perience in this Homse—and I think his career
has been & mostextracrdinaryone. Most people
liketo beconsidered consistent. Thave of tensaid
—and I am sure everyone will agree with me—
that those who are inconsistent, and those who
are dishonest, and those who do not tell the
truth, would rather do the right thing than
the wrong one, as a matter of choice. Iam
sure the nntruthful man would rather spenk
the truth, because his untruthful statements
get him into so much trouble, and he has to
twist and turn in all directions when trying to
evade detection. Therefore T give the hon.
member for Albany credit for having the

ordinary feelings of haman nature, by assuming -

thut he would rather be consistent than in-
consistent. I think it was Lord Byron who
said—

' We love the virtmes which we cannot claim;*
and ] am snre the hor. member loves those
virtuesif he cannofelaim them. [Mgp. LEak®:
Try Dr. Watte.] The first specch the hon.
member made in this House wag delivered on
the 30th July, 1894—just about a year ago—
and what sort of speech was it? Firat of all
he opposed the Coolgardie railway ; then he
oppesed loans generally, contending that we
should not go borrowing money at all, and he
described the Coolgardie railway as a line to
Bayley's Find and to the Hampden Plains
Syndicate land. He also said he was in favor
of privately-owned railways, and opposed to
State ownership; indeed I rather thought he
must have been retained on behalf of zome
railway syndicates, and when he was pressed
on the point he gave us to nnderstand that it
was Mr. Lush’s company he was interested in
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spesking upon. The hon. member then
referred to the Bridgetown railway, and it is
carious that when addressing his constituents
at Albany be had stated that he would vote
for that railway, though after he got elected

"to this House he wriggled out of that election

promize and broke his pledge—the usual thing
with the hon, member, He also spoke in
opposition to the Fremantle harbor worka.
In fact, it eeemed to me ha was opposed to
everything which the Government proposed.
That was his first start. Then in regard to
his attitude on the Education Question, I
would like to read, for the information of this
House, what the hon. member said at Albany
when speaking as a candidate seeking the
votes of electors. This extract may not be eo
strong us something I shall read further onm,
but it shows pretty clearly what he thought
when aaking for the votesof electors. He said:—
“ You must rentember that only last session of
“ Parliament they passed an Act which seemed
* to meet with approval, Now, I say, before
* you attempt to do anything more with the
» Education Question, give that system which
* you have now introduced a fair trial. I, for
“one, am in favor of leaving the system as it
“ gxigts alone.” Is the hon. member leaving
it alone to-night?

Mg. Leaxp: No; becanse you won’t leave
it alene.

Tre PREMIER (Hon, Sir J, Forrest): On
the 13th November, 1894, this ia what the
hon. membser said in this House, after I had
twitted him on his inconsistency :— When [
~ declared myself npon thehustings I said I waa
“in favor of leaving the Education Question
“alone. Isay sonow. That is my opinion
“gtill, Am I then, inconsistent, when I rise
“in my place this evening and tell members
“ that I intend to support thia amendment,
“becauss I consider the Bill before us pro-
“ poses a material alferation in the present
“law P It is becnuse ibmakes an alteration in
* the present law that I shall vote against it.”
He went on to say in the same spaech: ~I
“have listened with interest to the remnrks
« made this evening, and nething that I have
“ go far heard haas compelled me 4o alter the
“ opinions which I expressed on the hustings,
“in favor of leaving the presant system
“nlone.”” TIs the hon. mewmber leaving it
alone to-night? He went onfurther tosay:
“] always understood that all the Assisted
* Schoois agked for was to be left alone in the
“ gnjoyment of what they are now receiving
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“I never, until [ came into this House as a
# member, understood that the Assisted
“Schools wereerying out for an incrensed grant,
“. . . . Inave the Agsistad Schools alone.”
He went on again to eay: “I desire to be,
“true on this occasion to my electioneering
* utterances.” Is the hon. member true to
his electioneering utterances to-night? e
algo said: “The Premier may laugh, hut he
“eannot show thatI nm not true to them.
“ L declare ugain that what I ssid in
“Albany was that I nm against any
“alteration of the present educational
“aystem. . My desire is to see
“the system continue, and for that reason I
“intend to support this amendwent, which
“leaves the Asaisted Schools exactly in- the
“ game position as they are in now.” Is the
hon. member wishing to have this system
continned to-might? The hon. member is
silent on that, He further went on to say:
“If# every member is as true to his pledges ns
“ T am—if members opposite were as true to
 their pledges as I am—they would rather
“leave this question alone and nob seck to
“ meddle with it. That is what I desive to do,
“and that is why I am going to vofe for the
“pmendment.” If the hon. memher is not
ashamed of having spoken in that way, twelve
months ago, and of speaking as he has done
to-night, then it is no use my using words in
regard to him; but it may be of unse that I
ghould show to members here and to the
people of the country that the hon. mem-
ber for Albany has broken his pledges
given to his constituents, and his pledges
given to this House; and then, if they
wish to allow the hon, member to get
into these seats, which he is using every
endenvor to do, they will kmow what to ex-
pect from him. T do not intendto say much
more. I regret [ am not in as good trim to-
night for speaking as I shonld desire to be,
although it is an easy matter to meet an nttack
like this from the hon. member, because he
lays himself open to retort in a very easy way.
I do uot know what the hon. member thinks
of hia motion on this matter, but I should be
ashamed if I acted in that inconsistent way. T
have been a good many yenrs in political life,
as you all know, but I have never gone back
and twisted right round from what I had
said at a previous time. You may loock
through the Hansard rveports, but will not
find that I deliberately twrned round within
twelve months on what I had previously said
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on any question. I think the hon. wmember's
duty, if he hus so changed his opiniou, is to go
back to his copstitnents for election, bocuuse
he has broken the pledges he gave to them,
and yet to-night he asks us here to trust him.
Is any ene going to trust the hon. membet
who breaks his word in the short space of
twelve months ? Is he o man to be entrusted

wilh the Government of this country ?  Lany
he i8 not & fit person. [Mr. Lpags:
I am thoroughly dome] Ho comes
here and asks thia Houwse to follow

him in the very opposite direction to what he
advocated lnst year. I can very well under-
stund that a man may change his opinion on a
question—that is right enough—but there is n
difference in changing an opinion. [f the hon.
member had been the follower of some ome
who was lending in the matser, and who had
changed his opinion, the hon. member might
then excuse himself in some degree for follow-
ing such a change ; but the hon. member is not
content to follow the wisdom of thehon, member
(Mr. Randell) and those who sit near him—he
wants t0 lead, and is not content to follow. He
rushes into the fray, and by breaking all hia
pledges given, not only on the hustings, but
nlso to members of this House and to the
country, be isnow trying to lead on this ques-
tion. I have said all I have to eay. I hope
hon. members will not regard this matter in
the light of & religiousquestion. The Govern-
ment are willing to deal with the Education
Question, and if they can find any means to
wllay this agitation that is going on, this
setting of classagninst class, and putting friends
one against another—if the Government can
do anything to allay this dissension which
has arisen only during the last year or
two, and which haa been stirred up by some
one in the country who is trying te put dis-
sension between different sections of the
community—if the Governmeat can do
anything to sweep that dissension away, and
at the same time do justice and right to those
who have built up their interesta under the
law of the land, then no one wiul be more
anxious than I, and those associated with me,
to try and bring that great good to pass.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: 'The logic of ihe
Premier amounts te this, that the hon.

" member for Albany is inconaistent, therefore

. not very cleur,

it ia desirable to [et the present system of
Eduocation remain as it is. 'l'he connection
between the premisses and the conclusion is
I desire to speak to this
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question altogether apart from the sugges- |
tions which have been thréwn out by the
Premier, or ¢ven by the muver of the motion.
Principles are principles, and they are for
ordinary us woll us for exteaordinary occasions. |
1 have been fighting this question for 30
years, and T have not come te Western
Austrulin to go back upon principles I have
ulways contended for etsewhere. Lam nobrising
in my place to-night to speak to this motion
for the purposc of onsting the Ministry. The
question of the Ministry is with wme a very
secondary question to this qucstion , und if the
Hon. the Premier thinks, as he has annon .ced
and has nbsolutely stated to-night, that the
object which I should have in supporting the
wotion now before the House is becuuse I
desire a.scat upon the Treasury benches, he :
never made » greater mistake in his life. T
have not a particle of ambition to 8 on the
Treagury benches; and though the Premier
smiles becuuse he docs not believe it, that ia so
much the worse for himself, because it is true
ali tho same. But apart from this question of
the Miniatry, I desire simply to discuss this
wotion on its werits. If o voie of mine putaa
Minisiry out, that is quite subsidiary to the
question upon which T may speak or vote. [
nm not tooking at the guestion from that
standpoint. [ awm utterly anconcerned as to
the consequence of the vote I give upon any
question when it i8 a question of principle.
Looking at the guestion aa it sbunds, s alvendy
referred to by the hon.mewmber for Albangy,
we discussed the Hdneation Question Iast
session, and a eritical vote was given in which
the Ministry came very near a defeat. A
second motion came hefore the House, in
which the Ministry were defeated ; nnd sines
that time there have been two elections in the
countey which, deapite anything that any one
can say, were distinetly fought on the Educn-
tion Question. The result of those elections,
if they are to be understood at all, was the
direct voice of the people, aa far as these two
electorutes are concerned, adverse to the con-
tinuance of the dual gystem. It is, as I con-
tend, an ineffective syatern. We have come 4
uow to a stage of this colony's history in which |
we shall have te take our pluce and stand in |
line with the sister colomies upon thiz and i
many other guestions ; and, as far as the other i

I

i

t

portions of Australin wre concerned, the line
which has been accepted by the people of those
colonies is that the education of the children
shall be nndertaken by the State, and that
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the cducation which is given shall be free,
secular, and compulsery. Hon. members who
sit on the Treasury benches seem to be sur-
prised that, at thisstage, there comes a desire
to change u law which has existed for 25
years. I3 it strange that in the population
that has risen from 38,000 to 90,000, and is
still rising, the great bulk of those persons
have come from other colonies—colonies where
this question had heen a hurning onc, and
where it hus been fought out on its merits—
is it surprising that there is wore thun one
helf of the people who have lately come to
this country who ware accustomed to and
pledged to a different systom of education,
and that there should he a desive for a change ?
Does not the Premier know that if the vate of
the people of this conntry were taken to-day,
openly and faivly, mote than two-thirds would
vobe Eor free, seculur, und compulsory educa
tion ? 1If he doos not know that, it is time he
did.

Tue Peemier: You don’'t know it any
more than 1 do.

M. ILLINGWORTH : The whole question
is a watter of opinion, and my opiuion is
worth perhaps nearly us much ns that of the
Hon. the Promier—not worth quite as much,
because there is not as much of if. The sys-
tem, however, is ineffective. I an not con-
cerned at all about the question of the
Ministry ; and, zs fur 0s T am concerned, the
present Ministey can stop in {heir places till
the crack of doow, if they will govern the
country rightly. I have no desire to displace
the Ministry unless they are doing wrong. If
there is one important question in connection
with Government, in these vnlightened days,
it is that the children of the State. every child
in it, rich and poor, shall reoeive o good,
sound, practical education. T contend that the
system which existe in Western Australia
to-day is wbeolutely ineffective. It does not
give to the children a good, sound, practical
oducation. And if this system, after having,
been tried for 25 years, us the Premier tells
us, can still be charged with inefliciency,
guraly there is nothing remarkabls in desiring
a change. The Premier will remember that
on the Address-in-Beply, I urged that this

i quostion should be dealt with. T said then,

and say again now, that never in the history
of this country will there be a Dlinistry so
capable, 80 fur us their strength and poaition
sod opportumities are concerned—never a
Ministry stronger and better able to denl with
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& difficult question like this, than the present
Ministry ; and if thisis to be a difficult ques-
tion, the present Ministry are strong emough,
and they ought to have courage emough, to
face this question. As to my own action, after
having denlt with the question from that stand-
point, and allowing to the Ministry a consider-
able time for dealing with it, I come and
agk the Ministry again, “ Do you intend
to deal with the question ?* And to that I get
an emphatic *no.” [TrE PrEMIER: | said
“ Not n$ present.”] 'Well, that ia an emphatic
“uo,” for you did not give any indiwcation as
83 to how or when you would deal with it.
Then, to justify myself in the position which
I occupy to-night, | want just to explain why,
at this particular time, T press the question on
the Flouse. The guestion, ns it presents itself
to me in this: There have grown up in this
country vested intorests in the dual system.
Those vested interests must be respected. Tam
the last man in this country to deal with a
vested right and do an injustice. I take it
that before the Ministry bring in their Budget,
and before they declare what they intend to do
with the surplus revenue which they possess,
it is right to urge on the Government the
desirability of dealing with this vastly im-
portant question of Education, in order that
they may appropriate ag much of that surplus
83 may be necessary for deing justice to the
vested interests which have grown upunder the
dual system. [sny this to the country,—I say
this to the vacunt chair of the Premier—
I say this to the Ministry to-night:
that the primary object I have in bringing
this question forcibly before the House at the
present stage is that justice should be done to
the vested interests, before that money of the
gurplus is allotted to other purposcs. If it
had not been for that, I would much have
preferred to leave this question to be die-
cussed later in the session; but, satisfied as 1
am that the dual system cannot bhe mended
and must be ended—satisfied as I am that the
voice of the country is absolutely aypeinat
it—satisfied as I am that the system
will go by the bosrd the first time the
country is appenled to on the guestion, I say
no better chance than.the present, while
there is a large surplus of revenue to deal
with, can be expected to arise for making the
necessary change—while things are ealm,
while the Ministry are strong, and while they
have sofficient woney available for doing
justice to all interests. I would like that this
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question should be discussed to-night abso-
lately on its merita—that the guestion as to
the Ministry should be left out — and.
nbove all things, that the question of
religious diferences should he left out. My
desire is to leave out the side issues; for, ae
far as the Ministry are concerned, that is o red
herring drawn over the trail, simply to divert
attention. Like the Premier’s attuck on the
hon. member for Albeny, there is o good deal
of talk in it, but very little logic bearing on
the real question. One would think, from the

-argument of the Premier, that it is better to

be wroneg in order to be counsistent, thun to
change one’s opinion in order to be right, T
hope I sball never Le right on thut system.
The man who changes his mind, even though
he does it twice a week if necessary, is the man
1 believe in, rather than the man who sticks to
his opinion for the sake of consistency. Let
us be oz the other side of right ; letus vindi-
cate the questions which are right. Of course
if the Premier is prepared to say the hon,
wember for Albany is not sincere in changing
an opinion, that will be another matter ; hut
in the ease of the man who changes his opinion
and has the cournge tosay so, and who stands
on +the side of right, surely it is betler that
he should be inconsistently right than that he
should be conmsistently wrong. Then there is
the okjection that this is an inopportune time
for this motion, because it raises a guestion of
want of confidence in the Ministry. I should
like to know a time—1I have never found it yet
here or elsewhere-—when it is opportaune, in
the opinion of the Ministry of the day, to pro-
pose a motion of want of confidence in them.
Will the Attorney-General, for instance, be
good enough, for once, to give us a date when
it would be perfectly convenient to the pre-
sent Ministry to have a motion of want of con-
fidence brought in against them? Ferhaps,
in addition to choosing the time, they would
like to select the member who should move the
motion—in which case the motion might come
on o couple of thousand years hence. When-
ever I look at this Miniatry, whenever I hear
this funny talk, I am reminded of those oft-
quoted lines of 'fenoyson:—

Men may come, and men may go—

But the Forrest Ministry go on for ever.
I have no objection to their going on so long
ns they go right. T do think it is unfair—at
any rate, I feel it a8 am injustice—that
because [ am compelled to speak here in
defence of a principle I huve contended for
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during thirty years, I am to be charged with
hampering the Government. Tappeal to hon.
members whether any speech I have delivered,
orany vote I have given, has been chargeable
with any such motive as that. 1T think even
the Premier will admit T have given support
to this Government when I thought they were
right. I have supported them over and over
again, and have seen personal thanks recorded
in Hansard for my doingso. To say, therefore,
that I am supporting this motion for the pur-
pors of hampering the Government or to
jump the Ministerinl scats,is a palpable in-
justice, and as such I take it. The Premier
says this is a question that deserves grave
consideration, I admit it deserves grave con-
sideration, but will there be a Honse in the
future—is it likely that under any franchise
in the future—there will be a House more cal-
culated to carefully consider and justly deal
with this question? Tam certain that, if the
Ministry think over it, they must know there
never was i time when abaolute justice could
be done to this question more completely than
by the present Hounse.

Toe PrEmIER : Youdon'tgive us time. You
are in such a hurry.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : If we had not
brought this motion forward, you wounld have
gone on for ever, If ever there was a Govern-
ment desirous of leaving things alone, on this
question, it is the present Government. I do
not think it is at all desivable to enter into
certain phages of this question, for the reasons
T have suggested. The Ministerial question I
care nothing about. The religions question is
one I hope we shall not go into, for there ia
nothing I hate more than a contention of that
kind. Of course we cannot avoid, at times,
the necessity of'discussing questions from that
standpoint, but in Parllament [ hope we shall
think as little of it na possible; and speaking
thas early in this debate, I entirely omit all
reference to that question. I have simply to
deal with the question of the efficiency of a
system of education which will meet the wishes
of the people, a system of education which
more than two.thirda of the people in this
country now need, and have been accustomed
to before they came here, and which I con-
scientiously believe two-thirdsof the people de-
sire. I should be untrue to the principles I hold
if T were not to support this motion as
it stands ; and, consequently, I rise early to
spenk on the question, and to say as littleas 1
can eay, consistently with the convictions
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which I hold. Leaving out altogether ques-
tions which might raice painful debate, I eay
the aystem is inefficient. [ say thut now,
while we have a financial surplus, is the time
to make an alteration; and, before that sur-
plus is allotted, let ug deal, and deal justly and
equitably, with those vested interests that have
grown up. My one object in bringing this
matier before the House, by o question put to
the Government early in the session, was in
order that it might be diseunssed and dealf
with, and that the Premier might be free to
deal with a portion of the surplus, and arrange
a righteous and just settlement of this ques-
tion, taking proper consideration of the vested
interests that have grown up. If there had
been no surplus to deal with, I would rather
have left the Education Question to a later
pericd of the session. That iz my sole object
for pressing the matber as I do upon the pre-
sent ceeasion.

Mr. RANDELL: I would like to say & few
words upon this very important subject, which
is of very great importance to myself, and in
which I have taken a somewhat prominent
part in regard to the abolition of the dual
system. I am quite in accord with the opin-
ion that the timehas arrived when this gques-
tion should beconsidered and dealt with. I
feol assured the opinion of the country is
maturing every day, and growing stronger on
the question ;and I believe those hon. mem-
bers whe have quoted the recent elections are
right in saying those slections were fought out
on this question. Indeed, sometimes when I
think over the matter, I am surprised nt the
rapid advance this queation has made in the
politics of the country ; and I am sure there
will be continned ngitation and strife in 1he
colony if this guestion ia not dealt with at the
present opportunity. It is well known, how-
ever, that I believe the motion tabled by
the hon. member for Albany is not the
way to approach this question. I feel us
strongly as he does that the question
ought to be dealt with, and I feel as
strongly as the hon. mewber for Nannine has
expreseed himself to-night that the present
Ministry are in the best position to deal with it,
while I feel equally as strongly that they have
a tight to choose their own time, within ceor-
tain limitations. I recngmise and I honor the
position which the Premier himself has taken
upon bhis question. It is well known that at the
last general elections this waa not a burning
question in the constituencies to any great
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extent.
Perth have altered the features of the question
sltogether, and I belicve they were the start-
ing point of the progress that has since been
made on this question. No doubt the three
seats in Perth were won on this question, and

I quito admit that the elections in | realising that public opinion is against them,
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that they have had a large influence on the !

opinions and feelings of the country. So you
will find that election after election in the
country will be won in this way, and that
these expressions of opinion will be adverse
to the dual system. Indeed, we find that

candidate is not prepared to advocate a con-
tinuance of the dual system—that he is not in
favor of ik, though at the same time he is not
quite in favor of adopting the system which
some of us desire, and he has mentioned a
system in Awmeriea which I believe appruaches
somewhat nearly to our present sysiem of
edueation. It is because I believe the victory
really has been won, and because I believe the
Forrest Ministry are at present vealising that
the country is desiring thia change; it is be-
cause, too, I read between the lines of the
answor which the Premicr has given to the
question of the hon. wember for Nanunine, that
they are prepared to deal with the question by
and by, that I think the present motion is not
opportune, I can quifc agree with the
opinion expressed by the Premier that the
questiog should be approached with the great-
ast care and consideration.
to the statement which the Premier hus made
to-night, that this is » systemn which has grown
up under Statute law,and that it should be
approached deliberately ; therefore I have no
sympathy with the desire to force the Ministry
to take up this question at the time which
is not opportuune to themselves. Still,
I want to express my wmost decided
opinion that it will be their duty to take up
this question, and that they can do it with less
disturbance to the political relations of the
colony shan if it were loft to the next general
elections, should the Ministry remain in power
till then, ae doubtless they will. If left till the
next elections this will become a question that
must disturb the constituencies throughout
the country, and then it must promote sbrife
und dissension amongst neighbours generally.
I think the prusent system is altogether out
of place. 1 think it is just n question of
arrangement. [ hope those who have desired
to retain nssistance for their echouls are

EBducation Quesiion.

und is growing etronger and stronger, and 1
hope they will acquiesce in that opinion, and be
willing to come to terms with the Govern-
ment and Parliament aa to the conditions
upon which the aid now given to them shall
vease. They are, no doubt, and every hon.
member will renlise that they are, interested,
and ought to be considered, and that they
should be dealt with fairly and equaitably. It
is becawse I think the question deserves the

fullest censideration that I have not heen able
in a vacancy cccurring in a constituency of '
the Upper House, even a RKoman Catholic

to give my adhesion to tho motion which has
been placed before the House to-night., I did
not think it was a subject which demanded a
resolution of this kind—n vote of no-confidence

' in the Forreat Ministry—for the reasons I have

already stated, because I believo thereis in the
mind of the Governwent at present, a desive to
takenp this question and deal with it at the
carliest opportunity. That is how I read the
answer given by the Prewier, and I hope 1
read it aright.

Me. Simrson : There is not another man in
this country reads it that way.

Mg, RANDELL: I bappen to know there
are wany others who do hold that opinion.
Another reason I had for not joining my
friend here, who wishes to force the question
to the front with somewhat injudicious haste,
wus hecause I felt that an advorse vote in this
House might jeopardise the question to some

- extent und might postpone its settlement to

I give due weight .

the end of the present Parliament, and that
is a vesult T should be aorry for. My
opinion is that the matter should be
he dealt with, at any rate, in the next
eession of this Parliament., I should like to
have a distinct promise to-night on the sub-
ject, but I have an iwpression on my mind
that it is the intention of the Government to
deal with the question this eession. If it is
not dealt with by the Governwens ia this, or
the next sesgion, the delay will be productive
of great ill feeling and a deal of miachief in
the country. I believe many hon. members
on she other side of the House are with me
on this point. That is the way I would deal
with the question. T believe an hon. member
will move an amendment, later on, something
to the samne effect. I only rose now to express
emphatic desire to have this question scttled,
and I know no one will dispute iy honesty of
purpose, and 1 have it very near my heart. It
gives e pain, to some extent, to have to vote
agninst the motion of the hon. wember for
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Albany and others, who I believe are strictly |
honest in their desire on this gueation, and ‘
wish to force it. I desire more o vindicate the
position I occupy with regard to this motion,
which I look upon not so much as directed to
the Education Question, ua it is to a vofe ofno
vonfidence in the Ministry of the day.

Mg, SIMPSON : T am very glad indeed, Mr.
Speakor, that wae shatl hs able tosend through-
out the country the good news of the debate of
this evening, and I know that it will he with
a fecling of satisfuction that the people of this
colony will receive the newe that the greut
question of Education has been settled by the
proceedings in this Assewnbly this evening.
‘We bhave bzen told, Sir, that the Premier has
renlly promised to tako the matter up. Sciar
ns [ nm concerned, there is no deubt in my
mind thut the Forrest Government will tuke
up anything go long as they can stick where
they are. I waa particuilarly struck by the fact
tbat in his speech tho Premier did not say very
much about the Educantion Question. He
seemed to devote the whole of hia important
time, and to sacrifice all the dignity of the
great position he holds, to a full five and
twenty minutes of s Lid and kberal abuse
directed against the hon. member for Albuny.
'Ebe woist of it waa this abuse was vot clever
—there was no wit init. He lost his temper
und scolded. There was a good-deal of what I
might eall « the old lady” about it, and from
any point of view it cannot be said there was
very much in what the Hon, the Premier had
tosay. The Premier suggestad the other nighs
that there was little in ¢f fu orguments, but he
hag, I am sorry to say, used plenty to-night. T
donotaltogethersgree withhim in his methogs,
Soweliow or other I have managed to drop
across ap officinl pamphlet, entitled, “The
epeech by the Hon. Sir John Forrest, K.C.M.G.,
Premier and Colonial Treasurer, to his con-
stituents ot Bunbury, on May 23rd, 18947
‘F'his deliverance to0 his constituents was just
on the evo of the general election, and in it he
presented the policy of the Goverament, which
everyons was waiting for with breuthless
interest. He had there reporiere from all
over the colony to take down the precious
words as they Fell from his lips—and give him
the opportunity of correcting them afterwnrds,
In this epeech the Hon. the Premier referred
to the Educatdon question, and he said, “ There
is another subject 1 would like to touch on
very ehortly. Perhuaps it is necessary [should
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with regnrd to our system of education. “Tn
1871 ——.” You see how he went back to
the old Education Act of England, although
he was careful not to say that the English Act
had been umended twenty times since then.

Me. Mapaon : Net in the woy you want it.
There was no alteration there.

Mz, SIMPSON: Let me tel the hon. mem-
ber that he will find it a very wise policy to
vever prophesy unless you know all about it.
However I find the Premier said: “ In 1871 -
the present Eduention Act was passed, and
from that time to this it seems to have worked
fairly well.” A little further on ha said to his
constituents : “ My advice 10 you, and my ad-
vice to the people of this district and the
colony, ie to leave the principles of the Educn-
tion Act, as regaurds the Assisted S chools,
nlone.” In his speech to-night the Hoa. the
Premier alluded to the action tnken by the
hon. member for Albany aa heing inconsistent.
Now, to my wind, the action of the hon.
member for Albany has becn singularly con-
sistent. Indeed I venture to say it has been
remarkably so. On the other hand, the incon-
sistency of the Prewier himself on this ques-
tion has cvidently Leen egually rewarksble.
In fact, Sir, I think that I am right in saying
that he has presented us with the most
marvellons exmnple of “Jump Jim Crow *
thut we have ever had in this country. He
ous not only turned out, and turned in, and
turaed sbout, hut I really believe he has suc-
cgeded in turning himself inside out. Now,
Sir, what I want to more particularly
draw atiention to here, is the fact that we
havereally had no definite promise on this sub-
ject from the Hen. the Premier. It has been
hinted thatthere will be proposed o friendly
smendment to this motionof the hon. member
for Albany, Well, Jet me suy that there has
been a good deal of coquetting going on with
regard to the Education Question. Various
gentlemen. on the Guvernment side of the
Houree found themselves face to face with
awkward pledges to their constituents, They
know full well $hat the demend of the people
of this colony is that the true, the free, the
great Nutional system of Eduecation must be
placed on the Stutute Book of the colony, and
on the other hand they want to know how they
can have this and kecp the Forrest Ministry in
a8 well. Some of them aeemed to think the
Educatiou Question conld go nnd the Ministry
retanin. Those hor. members know, and I
should like to impress the fuct upon them, that
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once the people of this country get hold of the
fact that some members were likely to sacri-
fice the great principlesof the National Edu-
eation system, simply in order to keep the Min-
istry in, & good number of them will have the
vpportunity of spending the rest of theirpoliti-
cal career in & period of oblivion. Itisunder-
stood there is going to he an ameundment—a
diplomatic amendment—drawn up by the
diplomatic members of the House, for diplo-
matic reasons, and with the object of allowing
the Government to climb down and meet the
wishes of, as well as save, their supporters.

Tae Preuizr: I have not seen the amend-
ment.

Me, SIMPSON: I hava heard of amnn who
said he bad not seen a certain motion, and he
did not see it for the simple reason that he
turned his back to the man who was reading
it.

THE Premies: [t has never been read to
ma.

Mg, SIMPSUN: Aa I aaid before thia
amendment is to be diplomatically drawn up
so that the Premier can make a step down, and
allow the matter to comeon in spite of what he
said before. The reason why the Premier has
wade, or proposes to make, any promise is
simply to be found in the fact that he has had
to give way to the pressure from those on hia
own side. The Hon. the Premier has been the
recipient of a lot of seund advice on this
guestion, He hos always been in the habit of
treating any advice I have given him with a
considerable amount of acerbity, but he has
to admit to himself that the advice given hiw
on this very question before the House is about
the scundest advice he aver got in his life,
and [ am pleased that he has found it somewhal
advisable to give a little attention to the voice
of the people. ,The hon. membher for Nannine
was quite right when he said that the growth
of public opinion on this question has heen
marvellous, and I am more than glad that to-
pight we are able to send it forth throughout
the country, that beyond the question or
shadow of doubt, the vexed question of
Education has really beasn settled. The dual
system has to go. There can be no mistake,
Mr. Speaker, in the handwriting on the wall.
It is there plainly and unmistakeably, and it
tells the people that the settlement of this
question is to be on the basis of equity, of jus-
tice, and of respect to the legal or moral
rights of all parties who will be concerned,
The manner in which justice can best be
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secured will be a matter for the most careful
congideration and discussion, but whatever is
done must be dore in & spirit of equity, liber-
ality, and justice to all. I have had a good
deal to do with this question. I have takena
large intorest in it whevever it was possible. 1
felt, Sir, that in this matter of o national
syatem of Education, I had a sacred duty to
perform. I have endeavored to perform that
duty without flinching. One gentleman has
said to-night that I ran an election on this
question, and gained my scat, Heshould have
said that I ran the question and that it nearly
lost me my seat, for the simple reason that I
‘was then one of those wbo was fighting for
what was regarded as the losing canse.

Tre Preuier: You zaid you would sup-
port the Government, and that is why you got
in.

Mg. SIMPSON : I never said any such
thing, and, what is more, there was a good rea-
son why I would not.  That good reason was
in the fact that I knew the Government were
doing all they possibly could to have me de-
feated, although they may be surprised to find
that 1 knew it.

Mg, Leage : Why, you are almost as bad as
L

My, SIMPSON : I have said I have had a
good desal to do with this question. Well, Sir,
I think there is one thing the House can do
when thesubject is beforve it, as it is prowmised
it will be, and that is to give a most generous
recognition of the great work done by the
educational institutions that bave been estab-
lished and ecarried on here in the past.
In this resvect we cannot be too Iiberal.
Fog my own part I view the great work done
in this direction with feelings of the deepest
respect and admiration. I do not helieve ib
can be said of me that I have said ope unkind
word, one single unkind syllable, us to the
existing Educational establishment, and I
really know of no disability or obstacle which
ought to b placed in the Act that may pos-
sibly prevent & happy union anda perfect con-
cord in the matter of the education of the
whole of the children of thisland. An idea
has been brought forward-—and I can omly
regard it as an idea that has been imported
here from the old world—that even in a
national system of education there should be
placed invidious barriers between the children,
but this could not be so in thia colony, “ as the
twig is beut, so is the tree inclined,” and if
there were any invidious barriers fo kcep the
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children apart from each other it would mean
that o bad feeling would grow up between
them through Ufe, There should be no bar
to the harmonious education of the youth of
this colony. This subject waa referred to on
ome occasion by a man who was greatly
connected with the progreasof this ques-
tion in Australia. In 1881 Sir Henry
Packes succeeded in carrying thr ugh
the New Sonth Wales Parlinment the
principles which the great majority of the
people in this colony are fighting for now. Tn
referring to the succeas of the Act in the
colony, the great legislator I have referred to
said: “Our sysiem is so completely non-
“ goctarian that aay parent—Ilet his faith be
“ whatever it may he—can send his child to the
“ public school without the slightest fear that
“his child’s faith ¢can be tampered with. And
“ what more is wanted? And T must =ay a
“word or two—and I say them the more readily
“hecause I beliave there is a very large propor-
* tion of this community belonging teo the
“ Roman Cathelic Church—I must say & word or
“two with respect to our Roman Catholic
“fellow-citizens. I cannot comprehend why
“ Roman Catholic parents cannot send their
“ ghildren to our publicechools.

“T cannot see, when we havo of necessity to
« grow up together to perform the same duties
*in society, to arrive at the same ends of life—
“T cannot comprehend how it need interfere
* with the religious faith of the Roman Catho-
“ lic child when ho attends school to
“read, to sum up figures, to understand
“a little of the geographical featurea
“ of the earth, with Protestant children—
“how that can unfit the child for receiv-
“ jng his religious faith. We
“must rub shoulders together, we must
“work in the same workshops together, we
“ must follow the same plough, we must man
‘the same ships together, we must use the
“game tools in erecting our houses together—
“ and why should not our children sit side by
“gide in being taught to read?” This is
ihe spirit 1 should like to see imparted into the
public echools of this colony when the Govern-
ment bring in this measure us they have pro-
mised, and as I believe they intend to. I
would also like to say this, that [ am very
plensed indeed to see the efforts—and the
successful efforts—made by the Minister of
Education to extend and improve the system
now in force in the colony. He has done good
work, and luid the foundation of work which
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we will find to be invaluable later on in the
bistory of the colony. [ am glad to see the
action the douse has taken on thie aubjech
to-night, apd I cannot help saying that by
securing this National System of Kducation—
free, compuisory and secular—for thepeopleof
the colony, we will have done the greatest
public good ever accowplished' here, the
grentest boon ever written in the statute
books of the colony, and the brightest page in
the Hansard of Western Australia. I would
like to look upon the schools under this new
system of education as intellectual granaries,
through whose open doors would flow the
streams of enlightenment, of useful knowledge,
of powers of invention, and of manufactures,
so that in the years to come our children muy
be a credit to, and well worthy of the great
Euwpire to which wa belong. I congratulate
the country on having a man whose regard for
the public interest is so great thut he has
tabled this wmintion to-night and has been the
active means of compelling the Forreat Gov-
ernment to acknowledge the fact that the
dewnnd of the people is that this much vexed
question shall be settled, und to promise
that it will bring in = Bill to provide Yor the
introduction of the system the people of the
colony are demanding.

Taep COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A, R. Richardson): [ do not intend to
extend the length of this debate in any
serious degree. My action om this
guestion at present, and Gthe position
I have oceupied in the past in velation to it
appears to have struck the hon. member for
Albany as being somewhat curious. He says
he fails to see how [ can reconcile my past
action with my present position. All I can
say, Mre. Speaker, is that if my explanation is
as inefficient, laine, nnd miserable as the one
he put forward to excuse his own inconsis-
tency, [ shall utterly fail to reconcils my pre-
sent position with my past professions. The
hon. member appeared to me to studiously
avoid the pages of Hansard. Everyone else
appears to have also uvoided Hensard on the
subject. I am going to pursue a different
course and propose to quote Hanszrd evenif it
is againat myaself, which I know wiil give the
hoa. member for Albany every satisfaction.
The first occasion I had anything to do with
a vote on the Education Question was in con-
nection with s motion brought forward by
the hon. member Geraldton on Octoher Sth,
1804. 'T'he hon. momber then moved. “ That,
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in the opinion of this House, it is undesirable
to further extend the system of State aid
to Assisted Schools, and I said:—*1 do
“not know that there is any reason why
“ members should give o silent vote on this
““ question, if it is only just a few words to set
“ forth the reasons why we intend to vote for
“or against it. I take particular noie of the
“ tenor of the motion, and I find that the erux
“of it is contnined in the two words, ‘further
“< axtand’—that is whether the present system
“ghould he further extended. ‘Whether the
“ motion goes far enough is a matter of opinion.
“and I cannot enter into that question at
“present. The mwotion as it stands affirms
*“ that ' it is undesirable to further extend the
“‘gystem of State aid to Assisted Schools.
“'I'herefore, I take 1t that anyene who vobes
“ against the motion votes for whut is tanta-
“mount to saying that it shall he farther
“extended. I see no getting out of that. IF
' we cannot affirm that it is not desirable to
“further extend the present system, we simply
‘“1mean to afirm that it is desirable to further
“extend it. T think it is well for the
“House to couwsider that point seriously,
“not only as it affects the present, but
“also the fubtwe, for we are not deal-
“ing alone with the present, but also the
“futnre, for we nre not dealing alone
“with the present, but the further ex-
“tension of the present system.” When
I voted in favor of this motion that it
waue not desirable to extend the State aid to
assisted schools, I supported a principte which
I again afirm pow. The next time I hed the
opportunity to say anything on the question,
was when a Bill was brought in te in-
crease the grants to State and Assisted
Schools by a large amount. T then said :—
“T do not intend to say iouch om this suhb-
“ject, Itis one that has been threshed out
“ on several occnsions. T desire-to look at it
“ from a commeon sense point of view, a plain
“and eimple point of view. I cannot help
“ thinkipg thut the rclation between the State
“ and these Assisted Schools is something in
« the nature of a contract under which the
“ State agrees to pay them a subsidy of £1 158.
“ per head on condition that they comply with
' certain regulations and stipulations. While
* that agreement Iasta—and it is only «
‘* tentntive or  conditional agreement
*“durable only so long as Parliuwwent
“copsiders it ought to last—it ought
“ tobendhered to by hotha the contracting
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* parties, and I cannot for the life of me find
* anything in this contract which gives these
* sehools the right to expect that the amount
“ payable to them by the State under its con-
* tract with them shall he increased upon any
“gort of condition, or under any circum-
“ gtances.” T o still of that opinion,and quite
firmly so, too. It is & proper argument that
the position of the Assisted Schools and the
State is very much in the nature of & contract.
If they haveno legnl rights no one can say they
have not mornl rights under this implied con-
tract, and, while I oppose the increase, [ would
not drenm of ruihlessly taking away the subsidy
or acting without regaxrd to the vested rights
which the Hon. the Premier has properly said
were created by statute. That has been my
action in the past. I say that uunder no cir-
cuwmseinnces is it inconsistent with my action
st the preseat time. If anyone were bo ask
me ns a direct question if Iwas io fuvor of the
duul system of education, [ would most em-
phatically answer no, and I would go fua-
ther, and suy that I am doing my uttermost
as a meémber of the Minpistry to get the system
altered. Whatever influence I have had T
have used, und I do hope it will bring good
resulis. I have not found any great opposi-
tion so far in furthering thut end.  The difii-
culty in the way is really as to the best way
tc bring the matteron. We have to acknow-
ledge that these Assisted Schools have vested
rights, and thut under the Statute law they
have expended large sums of wmoney. 'They
have ucted under a contract, and the Govern-
ment cannot ruthlessly sever the contract
without due und just regard to the vested in-
terests. Not to do so would be asking the
Government to commit o greater breach of
faith than it would care to perpetrate. Ano-
ther consideration is as to the time, and when
any alteration should take place. This is the
main guestion that influences the comsidern-
tion of the Ministry now. 'The hon. mewber
for Albuny and the bon. wember Ffor Gerald-
ton have both declared that the growth of
public opinion on this questionhas buensimply
marvellons. This in itself is ample
proof of the justification for a change
in the ideas of the Ministry on this
question. 'They, too, must see the hand-
writing on the wall, like other people. While
the question lay dormaat, and while there waa
no agitation on the part of the public, or
decided expressions of opinion, the Gov-
ernwent did right to leave the questinn alone,
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The member for Albany was himself in favor
of lenving the subject alone a little while
back. A3 scon aa it is evident that the
majority of the people desire new legislation,
the Ministry would be untrue to the country,
and untrue to their position, if they failed to
regognise the position, The Government have
given careful thought to this question, and if
it was worth while, the Premier could produce
documentary evidence to show that he bad
the matter wnder his serions comsideration
before the question in regnrd to it was asked
by the hon. mewmber for Nannine. Iam pre-
pared to say for myself that if the proposal
of the hon. member for Albany was a
direct one in favor of the National Educa-
tion system [ would wvote for it. That
would be acting in accordance with my private
opinion. Although one may be a member
of a Cabinet, there could bes no renson
on aquestion ot thie sort, why I, or any other
member, shonld not exercise our private con-
vietions, There is no dissension in the Cabinet
over this. For my own part, I am fully satis-
fied thut the Government does intend to bring
in 2 measure to be in accord with the wighes
of the House and of the people. What I
would like hon. membera to bear in mind ia
that thoy must be rcady to accept com-
promises. You find that in our everyday
dealings there aro all sorta of compromises be-
tween men, and the same thing had to apply
to paliticiana.

Mu. Leaxe: The Premier denies that,

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
{Hon. A. R. Richardson): I think the weakest
and most pitinble part of the address of the
hon. member for Albany is where he says he
has been studying this question for o great
number of years without being able to make
up his mind.

Mg, InnrnaworTH : His is o large mind,

Tur COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson) : Evidently, and it
occurred to me that such a large mird mwust
take a great deal of wmnking up. He wus
many years in making up his mind, and then
it was to change it. However, I am not going
to trouble myself by copious arguments to
attack individual members. These recrimin-
ating charges of inconsistency do not do any
good, for the simple reasom that if members
cared to do it, it would be found that no mem-
ber of the Houre was consigtent. Every man
thinks he ia the only counsistent person living.
‘I'he hon. member for Gernldton was somewhat
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unfair to the Mipistry in his remarks. He
said that the Ministry was ready to do any-
thing the people wished, so long as it meant
keeping their seats. Now, I don't think that
is a fair comstruction to put on any change of
opinion on the part of a Ministry. If a Gov-
ernwent changes its policy because there is 2
demand on the part of the public for certain
legislation, it should not be charged with
changing its opinion merely to remain in
power. Tt might just as well be snid that in
any movement of the Opposition the sole
reason for it would be to try and get the
Ministerial seats for themselves.

Mg. S1mpgow : The Premier charges us with
trying to do that about every twenty minutes.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A, R. Richardson): There
may be something in the chorge. How-
ever, ua I said before, we want to deal with
this great question in a satisfactory manger,
and that is not going to be dome by hon.
membhers proposing a vote of waat of con-
fidence in the Ministry. It appenrs to me
that those who support this motion are quite
prepared to risk the aacrifice of the principle
in order to get the Ministerial seats. 'There
are many members of the House prepared to
vote atrongly on the Education Question if the
isaue is put direcl to them, but they are forbid-
den do so so by the renson that their support
wonld jeopardise the Government. It ia
sure to be shown that members who do not
vote for this motion will be inconsistent, but
a3 I enid before, charges of inconuistency dono
good, and members have a perfect right to
sny they do no%t approve of the manner
in which the question has been brought
forward. It appears to me that when certain
members were elected with pledges on thie
question, the hon. member for Albany made
himself a leader, and hasadopted what T think
is o trick in order 10 make other mewmhera
appear in a false position. If the hon.
member had proposed & subatantial resolution
on the Education Question alone, I believe he
would have had w fair prospect of it being
carried. It is not my place to say whether it
would have been carried. As it is, no ome
can posaibly say that if a vote iz taken on the
proposal of the hon. memhber for Albany, and
t ia n vote taken on the Educatiom Question.
There may be eome who de not care twopence
about the Education Queshion who would vote
to put the Government out on any pretext, and
on the other hand many mwembera thoroughly
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gtnuach on the Kdueation Question won'd not
asgist to put the Government out upon it.
The motion does not get to the real issue.
If there were really only an honest desire on the
part of the hon, members opposite to test
the feeling of the House on the Education
Question they would have brought the subject
forward in a very different manner.

Mg, InLivgworTs: Many a Ministry has
been defeated on less important guestions.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) : Posaibly
there have been. However, whal the hon.
member has dome here iz to make it o
question nut of the Edueation Act, but
whether the Govornment si::ould be kept
in or turned out. ‘l'c many members there are
hundred of questions that appear to them to
oe of more burning interest than that
of education. We must admit the con-
viction that the present system of education
is absolutely and truly obnoxiouws, If anyone
would he saffering under persecution, or under
great disabilities, or if feelings were trampled
on, or if roligious convictions were interfered
with, it would be quite a different matter; but
it is not such a hurning question that it
ghould be settled, or upon which the Govern-
ment should go out. Here the boot is on
the other leg. If anyone is likely
to suffer it is the minority. I do not
think that in the whole history of politics
there can be found a case where a large
majority allowed themsalves to be persecated.
In thia matter the rights and interests of the
mincrity have to be protected, and when the
Government take the watter up, as I believe
they will very shortty, I trust there will be a
careful, just, and honoruble regard for the
interests of the wminority, and such steps
taken that no onc can.suffer in the way of
persecution. I would like to impress this on
honorable members, that whenever the ques-
tion is settled we want that settlement on such
o basia that it will not alwnys be rising up to
meet us,. We do not want the whole clamor
and agitation continually arising, nor do we
wapt any section to be in a position to come
forword and say they have been harshly dealt
with. Let us deal fairly nnd even generously
with those who may be affected in the hope
that their good sense will bring about a state
of good feeling that will Inst for ever. After
the question has again quietened down let it
rest. When we proceed to settle this question
there is no reason why it should net Le pro-
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ceeded with in a perfectly amicable and
friendly way, but let it be on such a basis that
there will be no chanes of raising the ghost of
the ¥duacation Question, or the slightest pos-
sibility of any persecution towards any who
might heaffected.

Mg. GEORGE : Mr. Speaker, if the Forrest
Government will only look upon this debate
to-night in the right way, I think they will
find they have every reason to congratulate
themselves, and the conntry they represent
upon what has taken place, If for one thing
more than another, it would be because it has
given this House an opportunity of letting it
o forth to the country that the Education
Quastion is about to be settled—in fact, that it
is alrendy practically scttled—and that the
basis of settlement isto he the fair, equitable,
and generous trentment of ull who have any
interest in the subject. What I was sorry to
see this evening was that the Premier cannot
approach a question of this sort, without re-
garding a resolution as o personal aitack
agajnst himself, 'I'he diatribe directed
against the mover of this resolution
was unnecessary. It had little bearing on the
question of education, and, on a great und
important subject such a3 this is, it ought to
have been beneath hisdignity te have spokenin
such u foolish, and I may say, peurile way. If
there is one thing more thananother very plain
to my nind, it is that the Premier is himself
responsible for this question being brought up
to-night, and that was by the way he replied to
the hon. member for Nannine’s questiun earlier
in the session. ‘I'hat hon. member, Sir, merely
asked the Government if it would bring in a
Bill to #mend the Education Act by abolishing
the present dun) system and establishing a
national system, free, secular and compulsory.
What did the Premier say in reply to the hon.
wember ? Hia reply waa like many of those
replies 1 get fromn the Director of Public
Works. ‘The Hon. the Premier fenced with
the question, and that is why it has had tobe
brooght before this House to-night, with such
happy results, If the Premier had frapkly
informed the House that it wos the intention
of the Government to deal with the guestion,
whether it would be in this session or the next
gession, or any definite time at all, then, Sir,
we would have bad no necessity whatever for
the motion of the hon, member for Alhany, and
the question would not have been raised
to-night.

Tar PreEMIER : Question,
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Mz. GEORGE: T have stated my opinion,
and I have very good grounds for what I say.
If the Premier had given the proper reply to
the hon. member for Nannine, we would not
heve had the question raired now.

Tre PreEmize : You go too quick for us.

Mg. GEORGE : Ver. possibly, for the
reason that I come from & country where the
fight on this question has been raging for
years. Ihave fought the question myself for
a great portion of my life, and twenty-five
years ago we beat the Bible Eight people on
thia very question.

Tue Premies:
That is not here,

Mg. GEORGE: I have only mentioned it to
show that the question is one [ know some-
thing about. However, we are now dealing
with Western Australia and with the people
of Western Australiaan | their childven. I, for
one, do no; intend to give asilent vote on this
subject. I sincerely hope no member of this
House will do so either. Jf we have any views
at all, let ua be men and let ug declare them.
Do not let us be afraid to let the people of the
country know what the opinions of the hon.
members are on this subject. Don’t let us have
any beating about the bush. If we pretend to
be men, let us be manly, and not afraid fosny
what we think. One of the leading writers, and
one of the greatest nuthorities on questions of
political economy, has well said that the latter
portion of a wise man’a life ia spent in cor-
recting the false impressions created in the
earlier portions of his life. While I regord this
statement as a statement of truth, I fail to see
anything inconsistentin the action of the hon.
member for Albany. Thefact that he had been
years debating thia subject to himself before
he made up his wmind, aund that now
he hnd settled the question to his own
satisfection, and meant to act upon i,
showa most conclusively that he belongs to
the party of progress. The Premier, on the
other hand, has not been progressive on this
guestion, but has retrograded. ‘lhe Premier
should have shown the same progressive
spirit on this guestion that we have admnired
him forin others. If this agitation has done
nothing less than that it has brought the Go-
vernment to see that the question of the Edu-
cation Act wust be settled—and settled too on
an equitable basis—much good will have been
done. 1t is one of the best steps we have taken
towards securing a National System of Kduca-
tion, so that the chiidren of this country will

Oh, that was in England.
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not grow up ignornat or like little savages, and
a National System of Education must be free,
compulsory, and secular. Free, Sir, because

in a country like this, povercy ahould be no bar

to a child receiving a proper eduvcation to fit’
him as o futwre ecitizen ; compulsory,

because it should not bhe in the power
of parents to debar any of their children
fromn receiving the benefits of o good

education for the suke of their being able to

enrn a mere pittance if kept away from school ;
and secular, because you can hardly find two
persons who think exactly alike on religious
questions. The question of religion should
never interfere with the education of owr
children. There has been some reference
during this debate to the two last elections
that have taken place. One of these returned
my friend, the hon. member for North
Fremantle, and the other resulted in the
return of myself. I can therefore apeak fully
a8 to the feeling of the people on the Educa-
tion Question, and I do hope that this question
will be settled before another election takes
place. I say this, Sir, because the great
hiastoric Charch fights tooth and mail for a
continoance of the present system. I sajy, Sir,
and I say it advisedly, for there is plenty of
evidence to support me, that the representn-
tives of that great historic Church do
not care one jot what may be the merits of
any man who might come forward, if he will
only pledge himeelf to support o continuance
of this dual systemn of education. If for no
reason more that this one, I hope this
Assembly will let jts voice go forth that it
intends Lo settle this question, and to for ever
heal what rankles at every election now, like
o festering sore. There ean be nothing what-
ever in the argument that a National System
of Education will in any way interfere with
the religion of any of the children who go
to the sehools. I have yet to learn that it
is impossible o give a child an ordinary
school education without interfering with
his, or her religious faith. That even the
great church to which I have alluded does
not think the aystem is impossible, is io
be found in the way in which it con-
duct ita own schools. Members will find
that none of these schools have been built
outside of the centres of population.
Look at the Jarrahdale school, for in-
stance. That is a schouvl with about 90
scholars, and they are of all denominations,
and the Roman Catholice do not seem to think
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there is anyvhing antagonistic to their religion
in letting the childven receive their education
together. If there iz no interference with
religion in the country, why should any be
feared in the centres of population? I say
there should be no separate system of edu-
cating our children becnuse of the gquestion of
religion, A man’s religious faith is his own
private affair, and something that should not
be interfered with. For my own part, I do not
eare what a man’s religion is, so long as heis
fair and gquare in his dealings, and an honest
man. [Idonotaskaman what his religion is,
nor do I care. When we are twitted with try-
ing to raise any vexed question of religion, the
anrguments for such a contention are found to
be absolutely untemable. I do not intend
to sny much more on this subject. Any
acheme for the settlement of this queation
will obtain support from me so long ns it isa
scheme based upon eguitable conditiona for
dealing with those who are interested in the
system now in foree. 1 would not even see
the present system interfered with, unlesa the
change to be broughtabout could be secured
justly and equitably. In a time like the pre-
sent, when we are, as a colony, in the full
stream of prosperity, is the fitting opportunity
to deal with this question. The Hon. the Pre.
mier will shortly be delivering his DBudget
Speech, and I hope to see o portion of the sur-
plus he will announce, devotzd to the doing
away of the old system of education. It has
been said to-night that it is only recently that
there has been any great agitation on this zub-
ject. Of course it is, and the reanson is very
plain. During the last few yenrs our popula-
tion has very largely increased, and I
wmight almost sny that the native popula-
tion has heen overwhelmed by the
influx of people from the other colonies.
These people who come here from the
other colonies, agitate on this question for the
reason that they have seen the benefits of o
National System of Education in the countries
whera they bave been living. We want people
with families to remain here, but we cannot
expect that if people are mnot able to
have their children educated totally free
from the question of religion. Now, Sir,
I think the Premier will be doing a
very graceful act indeed, and bhe will
consolidate the confidence felt in him by mem-
bers even on this side of the House, if he will
take wp this question without delay. I, for
one, would be glad &) see it, and giad to after-
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wards support the Premier to carry out the
great schemos we know ho has in view for the
continued advancemwent of this conntry. [say,
Sir, that it would be o matter of great aatiefnc-
tion, after what has been said hero, if the Pre-
mierwould definitely declare when, and how,
be intended dealing with thia question.

Me. LEFROY: I think, Sir, that this
question of Assisted Schools and our present
eysiecm of education has been thorounghly
threshed out in this House, and through the
country, on previous occngions. It is nlmost
unnecessary for me to say anything at the
present moment with regard tu the metion
that has been tabled by the hon., member for
Albany. I think, Sir, that {he motion isun-
necegsary, for the reason that in the reply
given by the Premier to the question put by
the hon. member for Nannine there was nmple
to indicate that the Government had the
matter under consideration, und intended to
deal with it. It 18 true the Premier then eaid
that the Governmeat did not intend to deal
with the matter at that time. It appears to
me that the words ™ at present” indicated
that there must have been some intention on
the part of the Premier to suggest that he did
intend to denl with the sabject later on. The
hon. member for Albany, in bringing forward
this motion, appears to me to be simply en-
deawvoring tu strike o blow at the dual system
of education. He never referred to the gues-
tion ns to whether the system should be either
free or compulsory, but harped continually on
this dual eystem—=that is the question of As-
sisted Schools against National Schools, Well,
now, the hon. member for Albany asks other
hon. members to be consistent on this matter.
I could say some things about the consistency
of some people, but I do not care to be harsh in
reference to an honorable member who sits
very clogeto me in this House. So farasI am
concerned I propose to be distinetly consistent.
I came into this House elected unopposed and
with the confidence of those who elected me.
I gave it 28 my opirion that we should not
attempt to deal any blow at the dual system of
education., I shall be consistent therefore in
refusing to lend my anssistance in dealing
& blow at that system ne is proposed
in the mofion of the hon. member,
I c¢onsider myself, as I said before, that
the question of the hon. memher for Nannine
and the reply that waa given to the ques-
tion by the Premier, are entirely satisfactory,
oot only to this House, but also to the people
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who are interested in the question. That this
is the case, I believe the hon. member for
Albany will easily ascertain when the division
takes place on his metion. ‘I'bis will be the
proof that the reply of the Premier is satisfae-
tory o members of this House—or, at least, to
the mujority of the members. Now, the hob.
member for Nannine has told ws that the
settlement of this question is wanted by three-
fourths of the people of thiscolony. He says
that three-fourths of the people are in favor of
doing away with the dual syatem of cducation.
He bases that belief aolely on a ealculation of
the nnmerieal strength of the religions denomi-
nations,

Me. TumwowonsTr : T did not.

Mg. LEFROY : He scems to be desirous of
pitting the strength of one denowination
against the others, for the simple reason that it
is well known that the numerical strength
of the Roman Catholics is only about one-
fourth of the total population.

Mer. InrayaworTH: I was not using any
caleulation based in that way at all. [ was
taking my calculations from the new arrivals
in the colony.

Mr. LEFROY : T am not prepared in this
wiy to deal o blow at a chucch for which
L at any rate, huve the greatest respect.

MR, ILLINGWORTH : Neither am I

Mg. LEFROY : I say, Sir, that no matter
to what religious denominakion one mnay
belong, one can at least admire that church
for having one of ihe most wonderfnl
orgunieations the world over, nnd I think
that, for that reason, if the chmrch is not
so powerful in numbers as other denomina-
tions in this country, we should freat it
with respect, and that we should regnrd and
respect the feelings of all those who may
be opposed to us in their religious creed.
I would also like to express my opinion that it
has not altogether been due to the Education
Question that certain members have recently
been returned to this House, but that the
reason ie largely to he fonnd in religious
grounds. Itought not to be so, bnt in veecent
elections a man’s religion has been an impor-
tant factor in returning him.

Meg. Connor; Yes, that it has.

Me. LEFROY: There are, unfortunately,
grounds for believing that the feeling I refer
Lo has arisen throughout the country, and hon.
members can judge for themselves why this
feeling has avisen. [ thinkitisa wnost dread-
ful thing to do, or assist in doing, anything
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that will bring a country like thisintoreligions
strife, and I am glad that the Government feel
with e on this question. ‘Fhe Government
have spid that they are not prepared to deal
with the question ut the present time, nnd they
bave given reagoms. With those reasons
I am perfeetly well satisfled. These
Assisted Schools have been created by
Statute, and we must have the respect
for them, and for the law that brought
them into existence. AsI snid before, I cnme
info this Housc pledged not to deal any blow
at the prasent aystenr of edueation, and

thernfore I certninly canpet vwote for
the motion of the hon. member for
Albany. Fe has told uns to he consis-

tent, and I am going to be consistent. Not
only is the hon. member trying to deal o -blow
at the dunl system of cducation, but he is tak-
ing an action which may possibly have the
effect of arousing unrest and disguiet through-
out the country. I came into this Houseand
took my scat on this side of it, I held certain
views when I came here, and [ have consis-
tently supported those views,“\When these views
haveagreed with the proposalsof the Govern-
ment I have supported them, and when other-
wige, I have voted agningt the Government,

Mg, Leake: Generally in favor of the Gov-
ernment, thongh.

Mr. LEFROY : I donot think it is in accord
with common sense that, becanse I have taken
my sent on this side of the House, [enn be
twitted with doing something I have no right
to doin thia House when I exercisc my own
opinicn on any question ihat comes hefore it.
There is no necessity whatover for considering
the rquestion of National Schools mow. The
time has not nrrived for achange., T can only
say, forther, Sir, ihatI came into this House
witn the therough confidence of the people I
represent, and, although [ may not have the
elogrence or the silvery tongue of the hen.
member for Albany, I don’t believe that if that
hon.gentleman, with all hiseloguenceand legal
learning, were to meet meon the hnstings in
my own electorate, he would be further privi-
teged to be in this House.

Teep ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) : Idonot intend to occupy the time of
the House by making any remarks with a view
of endeavoring to establish the consistency (f
the hon. member for Albauy in the action he is
now taking. I shall endeavor merely to bring
the debate to a focus, and to explain to the
House the exaet position of the Government
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a little more clearly, and, perhaps, a little more
in detail, than would be gathered from the
statement of the Premier., I propose to tell
the House what it is exactly the Government
propose to do on this question. I mustisayin
passing, however, that it seeins to ma that the
hon. member for Albany has really placed
himsgelf, to some extent, in a false position.
Having found thabt cortain members of this
Hcuge were returned pledged to certain views
on the Education Question, ha assumed a lead
of those who agres with him on this question,
I'would point out te the House, to the hon.
member himself, and to those members bhe is
endeavoring to lend, that these gentlemen
were returned pledged on quite a different
point fo the one the hon. member for Albany
waa returned upon. They. wer pledged to
abolish the dual systemy, and the hon. member
wns pledged to leave it alone.  ‘I'he Hon. the
Premier has, to my mind, completely torpedoed
the position taken up bythe hon. member for
Albany, who is now acting so inconsistently
with hia pledge to leave the dual system
alone. .

MER. LeagE: There was no pledge.

Tue ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon, 8.
Burt) : T'he statement the Premier made to
his constiluents at Bunbury was the policy of
the Government on the Edueation Question.
I'ne Hon. the Premier then said he deprecated
religious questions being raised in this country,
and that until the Education Question conld Le
regarded as a vexed ome, his advice to the
poople wonld be to leave the present sysietn
alone. ‘The Government have abided by that,
and we would have continued to abide by that,
had nototherpeople who wereinterestedin these
Aesisted Schools raised theqnrestion themselves,
'T'he gquestion has been further raised by the
dircussion in the House this evening, and it
willconsequently besti)) further raised through-
out the conntry. Whether the gquestion will
remain at this point, and whether it will
be possible for the Government to abide
by their determination to leave the matter
alone, will depend very largely upon the people
who are immedintely concerned with the
question, When the people who are interested
in these Assiated Schools desire to approach
the Government and ask that the question
wight be settled at once, and that it should
not be left alone, and when we find, as we do
now for the firat time within my recollection,
that hon. members on the other side of the
House will be in accord with the Government,
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then the question becomes one that demands .
the most gerious attention of the Ministry.
When we find hon, members on the opposite
side of the Honse agrecing with the Govern-
ment that the question requires to  be
approached in a wost careful way, and that
with the utmost consideration they should
deal libernlly and generously with the interests
ond legal rights crented under the present
system, then I say the Government would
be wrong in holding back any longer, or in
neglecting to give our assistance with a view
of settling this question ot the present
time, I say then, if we find both parties
asking the Government to deul with the
guestion, 1T should like to Lknow why it
becomea the duty of the Government to
abide by what waa snid on its behalf in the
firrt ingtance. when there was no agitation
on the question. The Government, when
approached by hoth sides, will have no right
to refuse its assistnnce towards urriving at
an amicable conclusion of this question. It
would be distinctly wrong to hold hack,
when both sides came to the Government
and asked it to deal with the question. If
the House did not desire the present Gov-
ernment to des]l with the question it could
carry n resolution which would put some
other Government in, The Premier has not
said that he is in favor of the continuance
of the dual system. All that he said was
thot the Lest thing for the people to do, at
the time he was speaking, was to leave
the mabter nlone. When the question is
raised by both parties, why should the
Government hesitate to lend its nssiat-
nnce? It would be our duty to do all
we could to meet the wishes of those
who are concerned. We would not be acting
in a proper apirit f we did not do s0. The in-
tentions of the Government have nndergone n
change, for the simple reason that the feclings
of the people seemed to have done the same
thing., However, if both sides are now desir-
ous that the question should be settled, and
that the Government should act as arbitrators,
why should we not consent todo s0? Some of
the hon. wembers opposite were quite ready to
leave the question alone themselves until thia
recent agitation. The hon. members for Nan-
nine, for Perth, for Geraldton, and for the Mur-
ray, to their honor be it said, have expressed
themselves as being quite ready to deal with
the question in an equitable, generous and
honorable way with vegard to the vested
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vights that have come into existence under the
present luw. | say to their honor be itsaid that
they nre in this frume of mind.

Mke. SimpsoN: We were never inany other.

TreATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. S.Burt):
That is something quite new. [t is possible
that in the pust the Government have not
gone far enough to draw a definite expression
of opinion from them. At any rate, I am
very glad to know that they are prepared to
approach this question of vested rights in an
honorable and equitable manner. There really
is no difference of opinton between hon. mem-
bers und the Govermment on this matter.

Me. GEORGE: You have only justexpressed
your opinion.

Tue ATTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. S.
Bart): If hon. members express a desire to
deal with the guestion in an homoruble and
gencrous way, in cvery way that affects
those who have vested rights in the Assisted
Schools, then their desive is the same as that
of the Government, and in accord with
the terms under which such a subject
shonld be dealt with by this House.
Let us deal with it part by part, and dispose of
this first, for it is the larger part of the
answer. It is six lines out of seven, and it is
something to have established that six lines
out of seven are satisfactory, So far os those
gix lines are concerned then, we are not at’
issue. Even the hon, member for Albany saya
that those six lines are satisfuctory. The rest
of the answer is simply this: * the Government
do not propose to deal with the question at pre-
sent.”” Isuppose the hon. wember for Nannine
will suy that is what he was alluding to. What
was the question asked? Tt was, whether the
Govermwent intended to briog in o Bill te
amend she Education Act, and abolish the pre-
sent dua! system, and establish u system free
gecular, and compulsory. We have heard very
little to-night about the free, secular, and
comnpulsory, and very little abont any system
to be established if we nbolish the dual system,

The Government have not, ng yet, thoroughly .

considered how far any new system to be intro-
Quced shall be either free, secular, or com-
pulsory. Idonot know that on these points
the country has pronounced any decided
opinion. Iam not prepared to say there would
be no difference of opinion upon these points.
At this woment I cannot give any absolute
pledge on behalf of the Government as to the
system that will be setup. At the same time,
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other than free, secular, and compulsory prin-
ciples that the House will be asked to passa
Bill. With regard to dealing with the matter
at the present time, we were not asked to bring
in a Bill this session. A)l we gaid was, we
did not propose to deal with it at presemt.
The hon. member for Perth was correct when
he said that, reading between the lines, he
conclnded the Government were considering
the question, and desired to deal with it. If
we should find that wa are approached by the
sther side—and [ hope this debate will lead to
that—I say, if we ara approached by the other
siae, then our course and duty in this maiter
are clear; and we should attempt to deal with it
at no distant date. On behalf of the Govern-
ment I nsk the House to leave the matter to us,
andwe will undertake todeal with it,and,assum-
ing that we are approached from the other side,
and by the other party, we will endeavor to deal
with it this session. ‘T'hen there is another
point, for it becomes then a.question of com-
pepsation. How can that question best be
dealt with? Itis a big quesbion, snd the
Government have been considering it, and had
got a long way with it before the question was
rzised here this session. It isa question that
briatles with difficulties. Ac first our thought
was to appoint o joint committee of both
Houses to fix the compensation at that which
is just, and equitable, and honorable, in view
of those vested rights thut havegrownup. [
hope I have made clear what the Government
propose to do ; assnming, of course, that the
partics who are pledged to leave the matter
alone ask us not to leave italone. This is an
opportune time, ns some hon. members re-
marked,and, if we are aslied by the other party,
it is our intention to do something this session.
Probably we ahzll ask the House to appoint a
Joint Committee to deal particularly with
the question of compensation. I do not wish
to leave the question in any doubt with regard
10 the ngreement existing with those who are
interested in the Assisted Schools, We have
every reason to believe, and know, they willtall
in with this arrangement, particalarly after
what has takea place to-night, and the views
expressed frém the benchesopposite ; webslieve
that those who are interested in the Assisted
Schools will not hanyg back, but will join hands
and ask ws to settle this matter npon these
pringiples.

Mr. THROSSELL : I think the hon. mem-
ber for Albany is to be congratulated upon

1 Qo not wish to suggest that it will be on any | bringing this matter before the House as be
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did. Heis, I fear, like a soldier leading a for-
Jorn hope. Whatever the futnre may have to
present, it would appear the motion to-night
will he defeated. Thereis no denying the fact
that there is a gencral feeling in the country
that a change will have to be made sooner or
later. When it shali be made is a matter to
be considered hereafter. I venture to think
the Government will make no mistake in the
watter, but will exhilit trone statesmanshap, if
they kill agitation by anticipating it. The
question will have to be dealt with, upon
fairand libernl lizea, and no hon, member of
this Houee will aceept any uther settlenent,
except with dae rtegard to the vested
interests of thos: most concerned. It s
not a question ae to whether the present
system has done goold work or not; hut it isa
guestion as to whethur the country is growing
weary of it, That is my view of the matter.
I think the country iv tired of it. What will
ba the position hercafterif thisis put to the
country ? I think thote who are most
interested in this questivn will have oceasion
to curse these would-be friends, if the matter
iz not scttled now. The proper way to denl
with it is, T think, for the Government to fuce
the matter, and agree tonve fair compensa.
tion to those concerned. No other method
would be so acceptable to tiie country, or to the
majority of the members of this House. I
believe I wm voicing the opwnion of o majority
of the members of this House when Isay the
present system must go. Tie history of the
other ¢olonies tells us that, and I should regret
if it had to be fought out here at the sword’s
point. We know that the Assisied School
aystem has done goud nnd noble work, at the
time when the Government School system was
ata very low ebb. Some of our best men huve

received their education at these schools; and -

I consider, if they must be wiped out, it should
be on fair and liberal terms,

Mg. LEAKE: Had the Government thought
fit to put up the Hon. the Attorney-General
earlier in this debote, or had the Govermmuent
thought fit to give expression to those
opinions which the Attorney-General has
Gtlered to-night—and 1 think the thanks
of this House are duec to that hon.
genileman — this question might have
come lo a speedy and an amicable settle-
ment. Iam glad to think that this wotion
which I have proposed has not prejudiced the
settlement of this important matter. The
Attorney-General, again I say, is to be
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congratuleted upon his abservations, and for
the tewperate and coneiderate way in which
he has dealt with those hon. wembers who
heve thought fit to support mo in this reso-
lution. I am vory pleased to think he has
acted as he has done; and had the Hon. the
Premier adopted the same course, instead of
indulging in that tirnde of criticism—I won’t
say abuse—of the nnfortunate member for
Albany, it would have been intinitcly better
received on this side of the House. T am
sure we are pleased with the Hon. the
Attorney-General's nssurance, and I accord-
ingly rose ns quickly as T could to ask the
House for permnission to withdraw my reso-
lution. The Hon. the Attorney-Genernl has
told us that as sonn us it appenrs to be the
wigh of hon. members on both sides of the
House that this question should be settled,
the Government are prepared, not only to
acttle it, bot to approach its considera-
tion this srasion, with a view to n settle-
ment. I hope I do not misquote the Hon.
the Attorney-General when I say this ques-
tion will Le settled this session. I am glad
to hear it. I would merely explain, with
regard to the wording of the amswer to
the question of the hon. member for Nannine,
that if the Government had been a little more
definitein theirreply, there would not havebeen

* nny necessily to resort to what some hon, mem-

bers may call extreme meusures. I am per-
sonally satisfied that this question will now be
gettled ; nand, insaying that, I know I sm only
echoing the views of hon. members on this side
of the House. I therefore beg that the House
will permit me to withdraw this contentious
motion.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

MESSAGE FROM HIS ENCELLENCY THE
ADMINISTRATOR.
ASSENT TO BILL.

The following message was delivered to, and
rend by Mr, Speaker:—

A, C. ONSLOW,

Administrator.

The Administrator has the honor to inform
the Legislative Assembly that he has tlLis day
assented, in Her Majeaty’s nnme, to the under-
mentioned Bill :—

« An Act to apply out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund the sum of £200,000to the ser-
vice of the year cnding 30th Juoe, 1896.

Governimment House, Perth, 24th July, 1895.



Petition of John Maher.

ADJOURNMENT.

At 10.45 p.m. the Houwse adjovrned until
4,30 p.m. on Thurgday, July 25th.

Fegisintive Assembly,

Thursday, 25th July, 1895,

Petition of John Ifaher—dAppointinent, Sulary cto.
of Mr. Edwards as veterinary surgeon—Loan
Act, 1891, Re-Appropriation Bifl; third read-
tug—Municipel Lastitutions Bill: Commitice's
veport ; New Sub-clouse—Customs Luties Repeal
Bl : in Comaeittee; Comwmittee’'s Report—Ad-
Jourwmend.

THE BSPEAKER took the chair at £.30
o’clock, p.m.

Peavers.

PETITION OF JOHN MAHER.

Mg, WOQD: T would like to ask, Mr.
Speaker, whether this is the proper time for
me to present a petition given into my hauds.

'Taee SPEAKER: Yes; but may I ask
whether the petition is the one the hon. mem-
ber spoke to me about the other day, and
which T told him could not be received becanse
it was not 1n order.

Mg, WQOD: [tis on the same subject, Sir,
but the objectionable portions have been
taken out. The petition does not now con-
tuin any reflection upon the Legislature.

Tue SPEAKER : It was distinctly oul of
order.

Mig. WOOD: I have seen to that, Mr.
Speaker. 'T'he petition is from John Maher,
and I ntove that it be read.

The motion being agreed to, the Clerk read
the petition, which prayed for redress for loss
snstained in connection with the contract for
the Government buildings, and asked for an
enquiry into the alleged unfair troatment
meted out to petitioner by the supervisor of
the said contract.

Tur SPEAKER: This petition is most
distinctly not in order, for the simple reason
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that the only redrvess the petitioner prayed
for would be the grunting of some monetary
compensation. [ can see no other form of
redress he could have. I am decidedly of
opinion that the petition cannot be received
by this House.

Mg. WOOD : He could obtain some redress
on a report from a commnittee,

Tux SPEAKER : Only us o recommendation
from the Govermor. It would have to be
brought before the House in the same way as
any ordinary vote.

Mr. MORAN :
petition—

Tae SPEAKER : The hon. member cannot
be in order in speaking on the petition now. It
appears to me that all the petitioner can be
secking for is o monetary compensation ; that
is ull he can be wunting. 'I'bis may be an
attempt to obtain a monetary compensation by
# gide wind.

Mzs. WOOD : The petition speaks for itself,

Tue SPEAKER : What result can the
petitioner posribly wani unless it is monetary
compensation.

Mr. WOOD : That will vest with a com-
mittee.

Tue SPEAKER : A committee should not
recommend monetary compensation being
given him without the recommendation of the
Governor.

Me. MORAN : I do not think bhe wanisa
monetary cowmpensation.

Tue PREMIER {Hon. Sir J. Forreat): He
may only want this man dismissed. .

Tur SPEAKER: I believe the man has
been dismissed alrendy.

Tup PREMIER: I have not heard of him
hefore.

Mg. WOOD : I believe this is really a hard
case. I had » deputation from the Contractor’s
Asgsociation to-day, and from what [ wasin-
formed the contractor who now petitions

I know a little nbout this

1 this House did suffer greatly irom the general

tyranuy exercised over him by this officinl.
There is no doubt also that be suffered con-
sidernble monetary losa.

Tas PREMIER: Is the man complained of
in the service at the present time?

M. WOOD : T do not know.

Tue SPEAKER: This petition does scem to
mo to be an attowpt to obtain by a side wind
what the petitioner could not obtain if he pro-
ceeded openly.

Me. WOOD: Yuu will recollect, Mr. Speaker,
that I showed yon the draft of this petition.



